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The fi rst one month 
of Her Excellency, 
Jemma Kumba, the 

fi rst woman governor from 
Western Equatoria State 
are like the fi rst 100 days 
of His Excellency, Barack 
Obama, the fi rst black 
president of the  United 
States: full of transforma-
tion and reformation.

 Among the top items on 
the problem menu of the 
Iron Lady are the Lord’s 
Resistance Army atrocities, 
plus the nagging outlawed 

nomadic tribe, the Ambo-
roro, slaughtering innocent 
citizens around her capital 
city, Yambio and the neigh-
bouring villages that beg for 
her protection, thus multi-
plying the chances of her 
frustration.

 However, laden with the 
burden of proving that a 
woman can make it, be-
sides the critical eyes of the 
governor-wannabes and the 
stiff competition by her party 
(SPLM)’s main rival, the 
NCP, that has planted its of-
fi ces and representatives in a 
every county, she could still 

survive the past 12 months 
of her governorate test.

 The Lady has scored a 
number of successes though, 
among them being creating 
unity among the payams and 
clans of the Azande people, 
third largest ethnic com-
munity in Southern Sudan. 
Besides, winning the GOSS 
confi dence to let her host 
the CPA 5th Anniversary 
celebration in her second 
year of governorate, she 
has made an unprecedented 
move of calling all the chiefs 

by The Star writer

Jemma Kumba turns one year in governorship

The general system in 
Southern Sudan has 
come to a fi nancial 

standstill as the international 
credit crunch crushes a num-
ber of young and old, small 
and large business companies. 
The government is not spared 
in this fi nancial freeze, either.
 By the end of April, 2009, 
The Star newspaper carried out 
a number of interviews with 
businessmen and some govern-
ment offi cials, most of whom, 
for reasons best known to them, 
requested to speak in the state of 
anonymity in Juba.
 Several causes of this eco-
nomic suffocation are being at-
tributed to some extent to the 
current world economic crises 
whereas most fi ngers of blame 
are pointed towards the Gov-
ernment of Southern Sudan for 
not only failing to manage its 
dominantly oil-fuelled economy 
but also failing to foresee and 
safeguard its citizens against the 
hard biting fi nancial bankrupt-
cy.
 According to an impeccable 
source close to the Ministry of 
Finance, GOSS owes over 100 
billion Sudanese Pounds to busi-
ness companies, dating back to 
2008 supplies of goods and ser-
vices. These debts prepare bet-
ter grounds for excuses by local 
entrepreneurs who feel like their 
government is the cause of their 
failure, even if international gi-

by The Star Writer

H. E. Jemma Kumba, in the centre of her “army” of traditional leaders in the state 
captial of Yambio, Western Equatoria State, poses for a group photo
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and local government lead-
ers in a conference dubbed 
“Western Equatoria Council 
of Traditional Authority”, 
who congregated in Yambio 
last week. The theme could 
clearly be traced from her 
following statement.
 “You are the spokesper-
sons on behalf of your com-
munities and a link between 
them and higher authorities 
in the State; as Court lead-
ers you are the arbiters of 
misunderstandings between 
your community members 
and they look to you for fair 
judgment; as Local Gov-
ernment employees, you   
are the agent of change in 
transforming communities 
for social Development and 
better future.”
 Another prominent event 
Mrs. Kumba offi ciated dur-
ing her fi rst anniversary was 
kicking of the state’s law-
making machinery the same 
week she clocked 12 months 
in offi ce. According to The 
Star reporter from Yambio,
 H.E the Governor of the 
state Jemma Kumba warmly 
welcomed the honour mem-

bers of the August House for 
the fi rst session of the year 
2009. She highlighted some 
of the major events before 
the house, urging that, 
 “The LRA insecurity re-
mains the main challenge in 
the state since mid-Decem-
ber 2008 through January, 
February 2009, to date.” The 
LRA bandits in Western 
Equatoria have caused mas-
sive displacement of about 
42,000 IDPs and forced new 
infl ux of Congolese refugees 
into the state.  
 However, the state has 
taken all necessary mea-
sures, including allowing the 
recruitment of traditionally 
armed arrow boys, to pro-
vide security to facilitate the 
socio-economic, and politi-
cal development.
 In another negative 
development, the insecurity 
in Mvolo also fuelled the 
problems as the neighbour-
ing Agar community from 
Lakes State continued to 
attack Jur community  of 
Mvolo county. They have 
even developed into high 
way robbery, abusing and 

looting, people and attacking 
vehicles, impeding economic 
mobility between the two 
states. 
 This prompted her to 
dicuss with the authorities of 
both GOSS and the SPLA to 
deploy an additional rein-
forcement force of the SPLA 
to bring calm and order in 
the county.
 In her concluding re-
marks, she stressed that the 
CPA  Anniversary will be 
celebrated here in West-
ern Equatoria state, come 
January 2010, and urged the 
citizens to start preparing for 
that .
 She fi nally thanked the 
GoSS authority for the 
honour bestowed upon her 
government and the people 
of her state to host the most 
prestigious historical event 
of the year, the 5th CPA an-
niversary. 
 Meanwhile, the state is 
awaiting high level ministe-
rial and technical commit-
tee’s visit and tour of WES 
to start planning for the CPA 
celebration.

Her Excellency, Jemma Kumba, the fi rst woman governor of Western Equatoria State
addressing the delegation

ants are crumbling in the face of 
the world’s economic depres-
sion of the day.
 A bouncing chegue holder 
from the ailing Nile Commer-
cial Bank protested, “No, we are 
too small to be affected by the 
America economic crisis. What 
does that have to do with my 
500 dollars in a local bank? The 
whole thing is mismanagement, 
or better call it corruption.” 
He fumed as he squeezed the 
cheque between his fi ngers and 
pushed it into his pocket. 
 Nile Commercial Bank, the 
pioneer southern bank founded 
during the liberation movement, 
is at its intensive-care-unit stage 
as a fi rst victim of all the eco-
nomic evils detailed in this re-
port.
 In Juba Grand Hotel, Mr. Ru-
ben Kok Alat, Managing Direc-
tor of the Southway Group, that 
supplies the government with 
fuel, said he had cut a greater 
percentage of fuel supplies due 
to lack of running capital. “We 
have come to the point of not 
running even our management 
activities,” Mr. Kok lamented. 
The government owes him mil-
lions in debts, and not only him 
alone but hundreds of other busi-
nesses.
 In late March, the Skyjet 
Arline, an indigenous company 
owned by Alok Group of Com-
panies, was forced to make a 
tactical retreat from its opera-
tions of both local and interna-
tional fl ights due to fi nancial 
hardships. The former Juba 
Station Manager, Mr. Richard 
Kania, in a local circular wrote, 
“Due to unavoidable circum-
stances, Skyjet has been forced 
to suspend its operations for 45 
days effective 28/Mar/09. Sky-
jet offi ces in Juba and elsewhere 
will remain open during this pe-
riod.”
 The company is still count-
ing down to its resurrection day 
as the local and international 
credit crunch thrives on, and as 
the circular adds on, “Dates for 
resumption of operations will be 
communicated to you as soon 
as the proprietor gets his foot-
hold.”

Southern Sudan
in economic limbo

from page 1  Small businesses are not 
spared either. In April, The Dai-
ly Liberation, a local newspaper 
shed off its workforce from 7 
to 3 reporters besides bouncing 
back from daily to twice-a-week 
publication. And many papers 
are facing similar fate in Juba, 
given high printing cost in East 
Africa and poor reading culture 
in Southern Sudan.
 This economic limbo has 
not hit the young nation in the 
making from the blue. Much as 
there is mismanagement, there 
are poor government policies 
and political sabotage in the lo-
cal growth of the southern econ-
omy. This is evidenced in the 
Central Government of Sudan 
hiking taxes from all the entry 
points of Southern Sudan, in ad-
dition to delaying or not remit-
ting to BOSS (Bank of Southern 
Sudan) the CPA-prescribed oil 
share of the South.
 In another development, a 
custom offi cial from Nimule 
border last week bitterly com-
plained in a cellphone interview 
with The Star, “The Government 
is killing local businesses, it has 
now increased taxes beyond our 
effort, and many Uganda trad-
ers are swearing never to come 
back.”
 He said the new customs of-
fi cers ‘planted’ among them by 
the Khartoum Government are 
distorting everything and are 
not cooperative with the locals. 
He gave the example of the in-
crement on VAT (value added 
tax) from 10% to 15% on goods 
coming in from Uganda. “Our 
local traders have no alternative 
but to either quit or change their 
lines of business as the policies 
are harsher on them,” the of-
fi cer, whose names are hereby 
withheld on his request, said, 
holding a copy of the GOSS 
presidential decree affi rming the 
new changes from above. 
 From general observation 
therefore, Southern Sudan is 
being crippled by three major 
misdoings, namely, the world 
economic crises, local misman-
agement, hereby referred to as 
corruption, and deliberate politi-
cal economic suffocation by the 
rival partner of the South.
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In the aftermath of the 
inter-county confl ict 
between Apaak clan of 

Yirol West county and Ciec 
clan of Yirol East county of 
Lakes State, the situation 
has came under normal. 
There is calm now in Yirol 
west county and peace is 
spreading throughout the 
county. 
 This happens after the 
raiders from the  Apaak clan 
in a joint operation with Ciec 
clan unexpectedly clashed 
with their neighbouring clan 
which had recently recon-
ciled with them. The bloody 
fi ght resulted in 13 dead and 
nine wounded two weeks 
ago.. 
 The prominent Dinka 
chief, Dut Malual Arop, in 
an interview with The Star 
reporter on Thursday, 30 
April, urged the local youth 
in Lakes State to reconcile, 
saying that the high rise of 
insecurity in Lakes state is 
a part of the civil war that 
broke out in Southern Sudan, 
leaving AK-47 guns in the 
hands of every individual, 
both civilians and former 
fi ghers.
 The chief as well called 
upon the SPLM leadership 
of GOSS to confront inse-
curity in Lakes state in a 
very diplomatic and peace-
ful means that will not harm 
any civilians in the state. In 
the recent years, the govern-
ment indescriminately used 
an iron fi st to crack down on 
the perpetrators of violence 
in the state, and this caused 
heavy loss of lives.. 
According to Yirol West 
County commissioner, Mr. 
Agok Manyiel Dhieu, who 
spoke to The Star on Tues-
day, 28 April, the situation in 
greater Yirol counties, “The 
general situation is back to 
normal; people have already 
resumed their local busi-

nesses as usual.”
He said that the insecurity 
caused by the said clashes 
that had paralyzed develop-
ment in the area, especially 
the road construction which 
had by the time this reporter 
visited the site resumed 
resumed.
 “There are people who are 
defi nitely exaggerating Yirol 
West County situation as a 
woe in term of insecurity and 
those people are seeking for 
different interests within this 
county,” said Mr. Manyiel..   
Nevertheless, a close source 
to the commissioner blamed 
the Lakes state governor, 
H.E. Daniel Awet Akot, for 
failing to provide security 
forces for the quick deploy-
ment to the state’s borders 
as demanded by Lakes state 
lawmakers in last month 
parliamentary resolution..  
 Lakes state government 
has been hit by insecurity 
blamed on pastoralists as 
also the state government 
power struggle overwhelmed 
the state defence mechanism 
on the civilians.. 
 In another development 
beside the insecurity, the 
commissioner said, “We 
are now executing the local 
order of Lakes state Minister 
of Fgriculture and Forestry.” 
The local provisional order 
that bans the cutting down of 
the trees in the forest, stating 
that anyone found cutting 
down mahogany tree in the 
forest without permission 
from the minister of Agricul-
ture especially the director-
ate of forestry department 
be apprehended and his or 
her timber confi scated by the 
law enforcement agents..   
Over seven thousand ma-
hogany timber were seized 
within Yirol West County. 
These huge catch of timber 
was collected from local 
business people and stocked 
at Yirol West County police 
station.

Yirol situation
back to normal

from insecurity climb 

By Manyang Mayom 
RUMBEK

Governor, H.E. Kuol 
Manyang Juuk, 
made a surprise 

visit on Wednesday, 29 
April, 2009,  from the state 
capital Bor to Pibor and 
Akobo counties where 
over one thousand people 
died in two months of a 
tribal bloodbath mainly 
between Nuer and Murle, 
and moderately Bor in the 
Akobo-Pibor-Bor Confl ict 
Triangle of Jonglei State.

 The Governor fl anked 
by Goss Minister for re-
gional Cooperation, Dr. 
Marial Benjamin, United 
Nations Mission In Sudan 
(UNMIS)’s David Gressly, 
Regional Coordinator for 
Southern Sudan, Jonglei 
Speaker, Judi Boyoris Jon-
glei, State Police Commis-
sioner, Major-General Riak 
Akon Riak, amongst others.
However, the visit, accord-
ing to the governor in an in-
terview at Bor Airstrip, ‘has 
ended successfully” with the 
main theme of peace a prior-
ity before development, not 

Kur Madul Jongkuc 
BOR

revenge.

 Peace commissions on 
both sides had been formed.  
“They will start going to 
both Pibor and Akobo to-
morrow to address the two 
communities of readiness 
to get peace within the state 
in order to pave way for 
development”, the governor 
assured reporters at Bor 
Airstrip.

 He added that the Murle 
and Lou-Nuer communities 
complain often of the block-
ade over River Akobo, a Nile 
tributary that fl ows through 
Akobo and Pibor counties, 
the only means in which 
goods, especially food items, 
reach the grassroots from the 
north through Upper Nile.  
Lt. Gen. Kuol Manyang said 
he was planning to get in 
touch in talks with his Upper 
Nile counterpart, Gatluak 
Deng Garang. 

 Reliable sources told The 
Star at airstrip that Pibor 
community had shown luke-
warm reception of Jonglei 
offi cials under the delegation 
of Governor Kuol due to 

reasons beyond explanations, 
which the governor himself 
rejected, “They were not in-
formed but few appeared un-
der stresses,” unlike Akobo 
where hundreds gathered in 
town with their grievances 
ready to present to the multi-
authority team..
 
 Jonglei since Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement was 
signed in Kenya early 2005, 
had never witnessed peace 
in any way due to inter-
tribal clashes that claimed 
thousands of lives for both 
humans and livestock. Shel-
ters and property are burnt to 
ashes as leaders trade blames 
as bloodshed rages on..
 
 On related development, 
the governor downplayed 
rumors that Murle were pre-
paring to attack Dinka-Bor 
Communities purported from 
the reports by Pibor commis-
sioner AKot M. Maze.
The commissioner of Pibor 
is not aware of that accord-
ing to Governor Kuol, “In 
case of anything of such 
kind, they would be called 
back from any attack, so 
such rumors may be untrue.”

Governor Kuol Manyang Juuk fl anked by GoSS Minister for
Regional Cooperation, Dr. Marial Benjamin in a tour
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Yambio, H.E. Jemma 
Nunu Kumba, the 
State Governor, 

offi cially declared April 
21, 2009- The Council of 
Traditional Authority 
Leaders of Western Equa-
toria State fi rst meeting 
since formation open. The 
three (3) day meeting has 
been organised by the State 
Ministry of Local Govern-
ment and Law Enforce-
ment in Partnership with 
the State Government.

 “ For the fi rst time CPA 
has placed you in a unique 
position to play a leading 
role in the development of 
your communities”. Said 
Nunu to the Chiefs Council 
in her lengthy speech during 
the occasion. She described 
the chiefs as spoke persons 
on behalf of their communi-
ties and link between the 
them with the higher State 
authorities. She spent much 
time to explain to the chiefs 
their roles as third tiers of 
the local governance.

 The State Governor cited 
the LRA and the Ambororo 
presence in western Equa-

WES Council of
Traditional Authority meets

By Anikumbo Matthew Aime
YAMBIO

toria to be in the top list of 
challenges faced. “The issue 
of Ambororo need com-
munity Action”. Nunu said 
explaining that some chiefs 
has cooperated with the Am-
bororo making their expul-
sion diffi cult. She pointed 

out that about one hundred 
people have been killed by 
LRA since last June, and the 
State is now hosting over ten 
thousand (10,000) refugees 
from DR. Congo.

 In the same occasion the 
State fi rst citizen declared 
the CPA celebration will be 
hosted by Western Equatoria 
State here in Yambio and 

argued that every one should 
prepare for the great feast.

 “ It is worth mentioning 
that the Ministry of Local 
Government in Western 
Equatoria State has not 
benefi ted from the presence 
of UNMIS in Yambio like 
other State in terms of  in-
stitutional capacity building 
despites series of meetings 
and assurance of support”. 
Lamented H.E, Col. Samuel 
Bati, the Minister for the 
Ministry after his illustrative 
explanation on the legal base 
of the Council of Traditional 
Authority under his Minis-
try.

 In an exclusive interview 
with Journalists, the Chair-
man of the State Council of  
Traditional Authority Lead-
ers Paramount 
Chief Wilson Hassen Peni 
declared that a total number 
of forty participants have 
been invited.

 The State Council of  Tra-
ditional Authority Leaders 
was formed last March in the 
chiefs conference conducted 
in Yambio with the sup-
port from the Government 
of Switzerland through an 
organisation Called PASS.

The GoSS Minister 
of Presidential Af-
fairs Dr. Luka Bi-

ong Deng said the Sudan 
People Liberation Move-
ment (SPLM) shall win the 
arbitration court when the 
results are announced by 
the end of July.
 The Minister said coming 
out from the court hearing, he 
is confi dent that the case will 
be in favour of the SPLM 
because of their logical argu-
ments during the court ses-
sions. Dr. Biong explained 
that during the fi rst hearing 
the presentation of the SPLM 
was powerful with all legal 
evidence and historical facts, 
even to the appreciation of 
The Sudan Government.
 Dr, Biong the Government 
of Sudan assumptions that 
the SPLM were not well pre-
pared but they were shocked 
to seeing the might SPLM 
with its legal experts full 
of experience pining them 
down. He urged that from the 
fi rst session it was very clear 
that the SPLM won the fi rst 
round likewise the second 
round on what should be the 
boundary.
 According to him, the 
government of Sudan was 
using historical and colonial 

SPLM Optimistic on 
Abyei Court Results
By Juma John Stephen
JUBA

records to defi ne the area of 
the nine Ngok chiefdoms, 
and their (SPLM) legal team 
came up with experts in terms 
of geographical conditions, 
community mapping, records 
and account of the people of 
Abyei, so even the second 
round the Sudan government 
did not succeed in making it 
through.
 The Minister confi dently 
said unless there is a very 
clear surprise he would say 
with confi dence, that the 
SPLM is going win the case.       
 He added that there were 
some few elements from 
among them during the court 
session who presented the 
case from the beginning to 
the end in favour of the gov-
ernment of Sudan, and he 
admitted that there were di-
visions within the people of 
Abyei.
 “We were having about 
three or fi ve people siding 
with the government of Su-
dan, but what happened dur-
ing the hearing when they 
were given the chance to talk 
they were actually siding and 
supporting the position of the 
SPLM. But in this case even 
the people they have man-
aged to convince to side with 
them in the hearing, I think 
they led down the govern-
ment.”

Southern Sudan Popu-
lation Census Com-
mission, Statistics 

and Evaluation, Chairman 
Isaiah Chol Aruai, said the 
Presidency is to decide over 
the census results whenever 
they sit to discuss and an-
nounce.
 Isaiah after attending the 
Population Census Council 

Disagreement on Census results
by The Star Reporter
JUBA

(PCC) meeting to discuss the 
census priority results said 
they forwarded the census 
results to the Presidency with 
disagreements over three is-
sues demanding Presidency’s 
decision.
 The results were submit-
ted by the Technical Working 
Group (TWG) to the PCC, 
who endorsed the results and 
agreed that the results be sub-
mitted to the Presidency with 
unresolved concerns mainly 
on three aspects after merg-

ing the data from the North 
and South together, they rea-
lised that there were surpris-
ing increasing trends.
 He said the population of 
Darfur region in compari-
son to 1993 census, had sig-
nifi cant increased, especially 
Southern Darfur with almost 
90. The population of South-
ern Sudanese, who live in the 
15 States of the North, was 
less than what is projected 
by the international organisa-
tions, for Internally Displaced 

Persons.
 The population of the no-
mads compared again to 1993 
census also showed a sur-
prise trent with an increase of 
324% of which they said was 
an issue of concern.
 “The PCC deliberated on 
them and it was fi nally decid-
ed that these issues should be 
forwarded to the Presidency 
for political considerations 
because technically we were 
unable to agree.”     
 The chairman of the PCC 

Bakri Hassan Salah, an-
nounced the population of 
the Sudan as 39,154,490, and 
the leading States Khartoum, 
Southern Darfur, Gezira and 
Northern Kordofan.
 The results of the census 
will be announced when the 
Presidency meet to discuss 
but on unknown date even 
to the PCC that would deter-
mine the results.

“ For the
fi rst time CPA 

has placed you in a 
unique position 

to play 
a leading role in 

the development
of your 

communities”
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Akewish Primary 
School in Aweil 
West County, 

Northern Bhar El Ghazal 
State, recently ro-opened 
with pupils coming back 
fresh for new lessons. 
Akewich is one of the 35 
learning centres in the 
county supported by an 
NGO called Concern.
 Akewich primary School 
is a village school located 
within Gomjuer Centre 
Payam, about 70KM  west 
Aweil town, the headquar-
ters of the Northern Bhar El 
Ghazal State.
 A former bush school 
ravaged by the two-decade 
long civil war, it was given 
a facelift in July 2007 with 
fi ve concrete classrooms, one 
block consists of two class-
rooms, one offi ce, and one 
store, and the other block 
comprises three classrooms.
 In 1990, schoolboys and 
schoolgirls behaved wild in 
the school premises, throw-

ing some teachers into panic 
and wondering if they were 
out of their minds. But the 
children were not mad, they 
were traumatized by war 
and did not understand the 
importance of education in 
their daily life. But now, 
there is relative transforma-
tion for pupils of both sexes, 
competing and promising to 
be role models.
 Just after four years in 
peace, pupils appear smart 
with one uniform that re-
fl ects a typical urban center 
boarding school, making 
people think it is no longer a 
bush school.  This now dis-
approves the common belief 
that it is only in town that 
children are smart. In this 
school, the rural pupils shine 
smarter than those in town.
 The assistance of scholas-
tics materials from the NGO 
support ranges from class 
one to four only. The rest of 
the classes are government-
aided.
 Concern is operating in 
Nyamlel as one of the areas 
covered by their humanitar-

Former bush school
now modern

By Garang Ngong Atak
AWEIL

The Western Equato-
ria State legislative 
Assembly (WESLA) 

resumed its fi rst session on 
April 29, 2009 in the state 
Headquarters of Yambio.

 The opening session was 
attended and witnessed by 
the State Governor, H.E 
Jemma Nunu Kumba, and 
the top Government dignitar-
ies, honorable members of 
the August House, com-
manders of the organized 
forces, church leaders, 
including the retired bishop 
of the Tambura-Yambio 
Diocese, Rt. (Rtd) Rev. 
Joseph Abangite.

 In his opening remarks, 
the speaker of the assembly, 
Hon. Richard Noti Runge, 
greatly honored the occasion 
of the opening of the fi rst 
session of the year 2009, 
and he welcomed all the 
MPs from the long recess 
following the extra ordinary 
session which extended from 
December to January 2009. 

 Rt. Hon.  Noti assured the 
house members that elec-
tions had been postponed for  
February 2010, “That clearly 
brought you a national duty 
to carry out by enlightening 
citizens in your respective 
constituencies, counties;” 
he said, “and in addition to 
prepare yourself to contest 
in the next coming general 
elections.”. 

 Mr. Noti pointed out 
that before the  honourable 
members could proceed for 
the recess, there were some 
important items left pend-
ing for the August House to 
get disposed of. These were  
now resolved by the mem-

WESLA 
Opens its fi rst

session in 2009
By Robert Amoko
YAMBIO

bers of the house to transfer 
to this session. In accordance 
with the provision of the 
conduct of business regula-
tions, certainly, this is going 
to be observed and will be 
followed by presentation of 
work plans of the individual 
ministries. 

 On the other hand, the 
Speaker said fi ve members 
of the Assembly whose party 
(SPLM) memberships were 
frozen in the WESLA house 
late last year by the late 
Governor Samuel Abujohn 
have had their degree of ter-
mination of member passed 
by the GOSS leadership for 
termination.

 The fi ve members whose 
names and pictures were 
published in the prvious 
issue (Issue 8) of The Star 
were relieved of their parlia-
mentary duties due to them 
not abiding by the rules and 
regulations of the party. 

 Meanwhile, the SPLM 
county liberation council 
secretaries are to nominate 
respective candidates to 
be confi rmed by the GoSS 
President, based on the 
recommendations of the 
SPLM State Secretary and 
the Governor of the state, 
respectively.. 

 In addition, the Honour-
able Speaker of the house 
gave maximum thanks to 
the Governor for appointing 
a state minister for parlia-
mentarian affairs. To this, he 
referred as high hope.

 This offi ce of the state 
minister for parliament will 
coordinate activities between 
the state legislative and ex-
ecutive organs the same way 
as the one at the GOSS level.
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ian services in Southern Su-
dan. Concern gives various 
supports to the communities 
such as school constructions, 
feeding malnourished chil-
dren, drilling bore-holes, and 
providing school uniforms 
and so forth. This are done in 
collaboration with the state 
government authorities.
 The school headteacher, 
Charles Deng Jock, before 
the signing of the Compre-
hensive Peace Agreement, 
had been blessed with the 
mercy of God to volunteer 
for some years, only getting 
an incentive in form of a 
word of appreciation from 
community that “one day 
God will take a look at you.” 
Today, he is reaping that 
prophetic harvest.
 However, most schools in 
Southern Sudan are hindered 
by lack of water facilities, 
feeding programs, quality 
teachers, but all these have, 
according to theMinistry of 
Education, Science & Tech-
nology, been promised to be 
improved this year.

Young polio fi ghters volunteering in the EPI program in Malakal

manders of the o
forces, church le
including the ret
of the Tambura-Y
Diocese, Rt. (Rtd
Joseph Abangite

In his opening
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Last week-end I went home to the vil-
lage to see my family. When I arrived 
my parents looked at me full of con-

cern, their forehands in wrinkles. Was some-
body seriously sick? Did one of our best cows 
die? No, it was sister Maya. Dad was talking 
with Maya who is currently in Asia and calls 
them daily to share her frustration.

 I have three sisters whom I deeply love. No-
body knows our good and bad sides of each 
other so well like us. We can completely rely on 
each other and when necessary we confront each 
other with those realities nobody wants to hear.

 For instance some years ago our sister Karin 
had a joyful but not very reliable boyfriend. She 
was working and doing all the housework while 
he did not actively look for a job and had a nice 
time. Friends usually observe such situations 
without daring to comment. However, we sisters 
cannot ignore such developments.

 One evening sister Maya called sister Karin 
and advised her to seriously look in that relation-
ship. Karin was angry with Maya for weeks and 
did not talk to her. 

 However, several months later she left him. 
Afterwards she explained to us that she knew for 
a while that he was not a serious guy just ex-
ploiting her but she was not courageous enough 
to think about separation.

 This time it was my turn to have a serious 

talk with Maya. Maya  has the tendency to see 
things negative and to overpanic. Before univer-
sity exams she is usually in state of emergency. 
She drives us mad with her stories how she will 
fail though she always gets very good marks. 
Now she has the great opportunity to work for 
one of the world leading food producers in Asia 
for several months. But Maya is calling almost 
daily complaining.

 I listened attentively to my sister but after 
the three minutes of complains and self-pity I 
stopped her. I refused to listen to any negative 
comments and I called her back how lucky she 
was to get that opportunity. Many other stu-
dents would try hard to get such a chance. In-
stead of spoiling her energy and time thinking 
negatively she should use it for work.

 I also told her that she acts selfi sh giving our 
parents a hard time complaining daily. My sis-
ter was not very happy with me. However, to-
day she wrote me in an email that there would 
be some truth in what I said and that she would 
try hard to see things more positive. As family 
members or as best friends we are an impor-
tant support in diffi cult times for those who are 
close to us. At the same time it is also our task 
to be frank and say: stop and start thinking! 

 The diffi cult thing is to get the balance be-
tween being too frank on one side and too over-
protective on the other side. In our family we 
have a good work-sharing system our parents 
are supportive and we sisters we are at times 
very outspoken and critical.

About the diffi cult task to be frank

Help, my sister
is driving me crazy! 

by Martina Satchi
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Sudan is a country of many idle spaces: empty 
spaces on land, empty spaces in the population 
density, and now empty spaces in terms of time. 

In other words, Sudan, especially Southern Sudan, has 
so many holidays that could amount to 50% of its work-
ing time.
 Take, for example, out of the weekly seven days, the 
three compulsory spiritual holidays, which are not actu-
ally holy days, plus other government-imposed no-work 
day (like the ICC Arrest Warrant Day/March 4) and pub-
lic anniversaries such as CPA and May 16, not forgetting 
international holidays. To be more specifi c, the fi rst week 
of May had 5 holidays: three weekend days in addition to 
Labour Day (May 1) and International Press Day (May 3): 
all these at the expense of public works.
 What do we exactly mean here? An anniversary or pub-
lic holiday is supposed to be a day people sacrifi ce mil-
lions of cash in daily business transactions to refl ect on the 
theme of that particular day, but in our case, every public 
holiday is taken by our people as a day of resting, drink-
ing, dancing…no wonder our economy has kicked off with 
alcohol industries and disco halls!
 Southerners should take note of the difference between 
leisure and entertainment, laziness and idleness. All these 
related terms are always confused. For instance, the differ-
ence between the latter pair is that idleness is a situation 
where there is nothing to do whereas laziness is when there 
is something but not to do. So the question is are our people 
idle or lazy? Of course, idleness and leisure are mother and 
father of laziness, but entertainment is not. The ‘how’ part 
of this phenomenon calls for further research.
 The problem with us is not laziness or idleness, it is 
what and who are the causes of these situations? To point 
a fi nger, it is not productive for our government (GOSS) 
to spend millions of our oil dollars on buying relief food 
to eradicate hunger from Southern Sudan. Ah, relief food 
again! Leave alone the procurement procedures, it is an in-
sult to let the East African local farmers produce cereals for 
consumption by Southern Sudanese population.
 What does it take to grow maize? A hoe and soil. Then 
why not spend our oil on our soil? Simply buy tools and 
seeds, instead. Kenya and Uganda, which are now spoon-
feeding Southern Sudan, are only endowed with soil, no 
oil. How come that we Southern Sudanese, blessed with 
both, depend on them?
 Whoever is the author of this economic plan, be it our 
parliament or the Ministry of Finance and Economic Plan-
ning, should have their CVs re-examined. The evil and 
curse resulting from this plan is not only encouraging lazi-
ness but also corruption. Not only that, but the scandal is 
already bringing down governments in East Africa.
 Now, who will bell the cat, or who will investigate and 
expose this scandal from GoSS? In East Africa, the Anti-
Corruption Commission does investigate and the Media 
exposes the scandal as now happening with the same Maize 
Scandal in Kenya. But that is East Africa. For Southern 
Sudanese journalists, the wrestling warning motto applies: 
“Don’t try this at home!!” 

That is a big scandal!
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The Best Advertisement Rates  in Southern Sudan
Contact The Star Today to Find out More!  

Contact +249126735232 or +256477143126

Dear Editor,

What! How did you guys enter the house of a magician without him noticing 
that you were fake customers. I could not believe the picture and the story 
that you published on your front page entitled: Witch Doctors Invade South-
ern Sudan, in your previous issue 8. 

Now I have two questions to ask our communities;
 1- If self-declared prophets from other countries can come and set up 
their shrines for stealing our money freely in our cities and villages, don’t we 
have our local traditional doctors and those powers here?
 2- If our journalists can uncover such spiritually hidden secrets which 
are not good for our mainly Christian communities, then what are our SPLA 
Intelligence and police detectives doing to save us from robbers and kill-
ers? 

Congratulations to The Star for showing us real community service.
Paul Machar Akuien,
JUBA

Luris Mulla has done her part by showing all the facts 
of the struggle in her fi lm and that Southerners must 
learn to be humanistic in their affairs.

 I was touched when I entered the Southern Sudan Parliament 
and attended the fi rst screening of the fi lm. After the show The 
Divine Mind, I wanted to raise a question but the Master of 
Ceremonies cut the program short ignoring the likes of MPs, 
Ministers, Ambassadors and me.

 Now, Mr. Editor, this is the question, to whom it may con-
vern. Does the Government of Southern Sudan appreciate such 
achievements by the youth like that lady?

In other words, is the GoSS ready to admit the faults of the past 
time and spearhead the inventions that the youth are doing for a 
better change of the nation?

 By answering this, GoSS has to govern this young nation of 
ours in a way that shows that it cares for its citizens.

 There are several youths out there with fertile mind, gifts and 
ideas which are blocked due to lack of initiatives, especially 
from the ministry concerned.

 By the way, what programs are the Ministry of Youths, Cul-
ture and Sports running in Southern Sudan since its inception?
 

Dhieu Abraham Machar 
Head Teacher
Alliance High School
BOR

Dear Editor,

If you are a BBC network Africa listener, you will feel very 
proud. Majority, or sometimes all the ‘text-messengers’ who re-
spond to news and ideas on the morning show are all Sudanese. 

They are not just Sudanese, they are Southerners! That means our 
are competitive in the world market. God willing, we need another 
Alfred Taban and other dedicated journalists from our own home-
land to report for BBC.

 This is the meaning of freedom of speech and freedom of expres-
sion. What we have in southern Sudan now is freedom of speech but no 
expression. Sometimes I speak a lot to nobody but myself. Some I have 
the speech but where to address it is question our gallant journalists are 
dying for today. Without Media like this paper, we would be like blind 
people. So why do we kill our eyes?

 Thanks a lot to BBC listeners and texters from Southern Sudan. You 
make us known that we exist in the world map, and please let’s do it 
even more in 2011.

P. Lado,
Kator, Juba.

Letters to the Editor

Kudos to BBC texters

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor

What’s become of Luris’ fi lm: 

  “The Divine Mind”

TThhee BBeesstt AAddvveerrttiisseemmeenntt RRaatteess  iinn SSoouutthheerrnn SSuuddaann
CCoonnttaacctt TThhee SSttaarr TTooddaayy ttoo FFiinndd oouutt MMoorree!! 

CCoonnttaacctt ++224499112266773355223322 oorr ++225566447777114433112266

The Editor reserves the right to edit letters and articles for clarity and space.
Email the Editor at thestareditor@gmail.com

May 4th - 10th, 2009
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The insecurity in 
Southern Sudan has 
now become project 

in Southern Sudan govern-
ment (GOSS) because it has 
been given a lion’s share 
budget and some big fi sh of 
the SPLA are using insecu-
rity to get a catch on it.
 Not only are they cheating 
the soldiers on this budget 
but the SPLA big shots also 
physically abuse their sol-
diers by beating them in un-
professional bush technique. 
For instance, I came across 
one SPLA soldier whose 
hands were tied straight for-
ward and legs straight back-
ward as he laid on his belly, 
while two soldiers were hold-
ing both rope and one stand-
ing in the middle was beating 
him (see the photo).
 This are the same soldiers 
who are our security against 
all confl icts including inter-
tribal and inter-clan clashes, 
which are being fueled by the 
politicians searching pow-
erful position in state or at 
GOSS level.
 Southern Sudan youth, es-
pecially the pastoralists, are 
behind the light of education 
and surely they are let to act 
blindly against themselves on 
tribal lines. Now that we are 
approaching elections period, 
some unscrupulous politi-
cians would wish to use this 
available means to eliminate 
their rivals who are not vest-
ed with power. 
 Two rival parties, the Su-
dan People Liberation Move-
ment (SPLM) and National 
Congress Party (NCP), are 
famous for bringing com-
prehensive peace agreement 
(CPA) into the country after 
almost 22 years of civil war. 
This somehow slowed down 
a series of confrontation and 
bloodshed. Now the two par-
ties are losing that common 
ground of trust and usually 
accuse themselves of violat-
ing or not implementing the 
CPA. These would be used 
by young political parties to 
enter deeply into those empty 
gaps created by the fall out 

Security is the key
to our achievements

By Manyang Mayom
RUMBEK

between these big rivaling 
south-north. With these par-
ties not realizing they are 
lthey ruling parties in kind of 
politics and cause serious hit. 
It is now clear that the end re-
sults is the public falling vic-
tim to this brand of politics.. 
 To cut down on the ram-
pant political based confl icts, 
both tribal and national, the 
Government of  Southern 
Sudan needs to check on 
the  budget, where it goes 
and who are benefi ting form 
it and whether it is used for 
the benefi t of the Southern 
population or not. I mean, 
good welfare of the SPLA 
army would encourage the 
youths to join the army as the 
war is not yet over, given the 
2011 uncertainties. This issue 
should not be left in the hands 
of President Salva Kiir alone 
or whoever complains like on 
this page. This fi ght against 
corruption in the army and 
for proper treatment of our 
defence forces should be ev-
erybody’s duty as insecurity 
is every citizen’s demise. The 
youths should not be forced 
to unite. Proper modalities 
should be used to bring the 
young generation together 
and counter the inter-tribal 
confl icts.    
 For instance, the Current 
inter-state confl icts between 
Warrap and Lakes states is 
falling of GOSS’s hands 
which does not augur well in 
the coming elections. Who 
is who now to run the fourth 
coming election in Sudan if 
the youth is such disorga-

nized, is not not clear. What 
is clear is that the NCP and 
SPLM are partners and other 
political partes are not clear 
on who will contest with 
whom for presidency in the 
general elections.
  However political status 
of the other political parties 
in Southern Sudan are not 
secure because both big po-
litical parties name earlier on 
are not allowing smaller par-
ties to hold live rallies or use 
public media such as raidios, 
TVs and newspapers. The 
same thing will be suffered 
by the SPLM in the hands of 
the NCP in the northern re-
gion, and the reverse is true. 
The NCP is seriously work-
ing underground and achiev-
ing more power from local 
grounds of Southern Sudan 
while the mistake the SPLM 
is making is killing off her 
active members by dismiss-
ing some in the party political 
bureau and by threatening the 
youths in getting better posi-
tions in both the governments 
and the party. 
 Furthermore, this will 
compromise the expectation 
of freedom, democracy and 
equal justice always sought 
after as the slogan of the 
SPLM in Southern Sudan in 
particular and the whole Su-
dan in general. To attain all 
these aspirations, corruption, 
mistreatment, tribal incite-
ment and all the obvious ills 
against the hard earned peace 
will be fi rst put to an end, and 
then freedom and self-deter-
mination at last.

Ever by God’s Hall,

Ne’er by god’s hell,

Will I swear—go to

Hell—even hitherto!

Real, Just been there

And I could not bear…

As ‘t dawned,

They  downed

Me and hissed

The mystical mist

From which I kissed

Death next to his gist…

So out I came of his fl ame

‘cause not there was blame.

Oh, death, where now is thy

Victory, bite, might— in the sky?

Hell, against you I (am immune here)

have been promised to be so even there.

Tell your collaborators, my detractors, that’s,

All the yields and shields I have against your darts.

Poem 142

Just been to hell!

“The danger
chiefl y lies in acting well, 

No crime’s so great
as daring to excel.”

Charles Churchill (1731 - 1764)
British poet.

Selected for the testimony on page 9.
From “The Black Christs of Africa”

By John Penn de Ngong.

An SPLA soldier being subjected to a rebel style of punishment, which the writ-

er wants abolished through the SPLA constitution
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Today, I am going to tell 
you why it is a top ta-
boo in my vocabulary 

to tell a friend, ‘Go to Hell’. 
And if you are one of those nig-
gers who is addicted to send-
ing your fellow men to hell 
verbally, I am not your friend. 
For I am convinced, after Mr. 
X tried to send me to hell in 
vain, that nobody else but God 
has the right and the authority 
to decide who should go to hell 
and who to paradise.
 I am writing this story at 
5.00AM, the time I was kid-
napped, on Tuesday, the day I 
was led to hell, and on the 28th of 
April, the date and month I was 
led out of hell in 2006. What you 
should understand here is that I 
am not commemorating this 
day, it is not my May 16th day. 
I am doing it just because I have 
been requested by my readers to 
tell them what happened, how 
it happened, and why I starved 
them of my writing for the last 
three years.
 When I was the editor of 
Southern Eye, my boss gave 
me a strict deadline to produce 
a quarterly report of the perfor-
mance of the paper, and I did 
that almost overnight, together 
with my course work for Mak-
erere University. After the wee 
hours of the night, I left the of-
fi ce and crossed the road to the 
hostel, of course, exhausted and 
hungry. The only resort were 
‘rollex’ (rolled eggs in chapatti) 
that I picked from the roadside 
at 1.30AM, and Paracetamol 
tablets that I asked from my 
roommate, Philip Deng Makol. 
This is the basis of the version 
of the rumour that I was sick 
and might have gone mad, hence 
disappeared.
 I slept for three hours and 
then at 5.00AM, I had to go and 
call the boda-boda to transport 
the paper to the bus park for 
distribution to Adjumani and 
Nimule as usual on Tuesdays. 
But before I dressed up to pick 

the bundles of the Southern Eye, 
the raw rollex pinched me in the 
stomach and I had to dash to the 
WC, which was out of order. So 
I went straight downstairs for 
a pit latrine. On my way back, 
I collided with two black head-
geared men at the door of the 
hostel, the third was a dawn sil-
houette next to a white car out-
side the main gate. 
 “Are you John?” they asked, 
and “Yes,” I responded as if to 
my usual colleagues who always 
come back from an overnight 
party in town. “First wait…” and 
that was the last word I could 
remember from them after ex-
ploding onto my face a gaseous, 
aqueous, powdery substance. 
After a prolonged blackout that 
I was consciously not part of, 
the next word I heard but faintly 
was, “You’ve got to follow two 
instructions, which are your con-
stitution to live by tonight: one, 
should you make any sound, that 
is your last word on earth. Two, 
should you happen to see us, 
you have seen your death!” That 
means even if the black, skin-
renting sticker patched on my 
face suddenly unfolded, I would 
voluntarily stick it back to my 
face, or die. My hands were tight 
with a sleeve of a shirt and noth-
ing else.
 Their so-called house was a 
dwarf grass-thatched tukul that 
I could de-roof with my head 
if I had to stand up erect. I did 
not know whether it was day or 
night, but could tell that it was 
evening from the murmurs of 
voices, the smell of fi rewood’s 
fi re and food cooking from a dis-
tance homestead, perhaps theirs. 
Then they (two) entered with 
what they called food; a stinky, 
steaming dry meat that fi xed a 
picture of a monkey meat, if not 
poison, on my mind. I brushed it 
off with my lips, so they pulled 
my earlobe and exited.  I have 
no words, courage and space to 
narrate, trusting that you could 
just imagine how I was feeling 
all over night, waiting for my 
death!
 From the morning prayers of 
doves and other chirping birds, 
the distant cock-a-doodle-doo 
and the biting breezes from the 
tail of the world’s largest lake, I 
could now tell that it was morn-
ing, and that I was in the heart of 
a forest, which forest only God 
knew. Then they came shout-
ing, negotiating on phone, “You 
fi rst pay. No, we said 2,000 dol-
lars…” and many other words 
spiced up with Kiswahili and 

Luganda that I could not grasp.  
Reaching the hut, they (now 
three) told me, “Gentleman, 
don’t think we’re your enemy, 
your enemy is somewhere there. 
We’re just business people, and 
if you mean business with us, 
you may survive.” 
 On hearing that, I knelt down 
and worshipped them, “You’re 
my life! Please, tell me who he 
is, and what he wants.” They re-
torted, “Not he, but we, want…
2,000 dollars, and we may tell 
you his name.” After a long hag-
gling, they told me I was lucky 
because the guy dishonoured the 
agreement to pay fi rst, so they 
developed mistrust over who 
should do their assignment fi rst. 
There and then, I launched a 
search into my memory over my 
recent enemies and realized that 
I held a man by a necktie over 
my fi ve-month salary arrears 
and allowances, of the previous 
job I had resigned, amounting to 
2,000 dollars, the evening before 
the kidnap. Now, let us leave it 
there.
 Having thus entered a mild 
state of hostilities with the as-
sassins, I told them, “Look, you 
took me half-naked, leaving my 
phone and the rest on my bed, 
please, lend me your phone to 
call my relatives for the ran-
som.” That added the salt into 
their wound as they exchanged 
blame, “You see! I told you. So 
he thinks he is clever enough to 
trick us into using our phone to 
call the security to track us down 
here?” They went up in hot de-
bate. The fi rst crook suggested 
that I should be released so as 
to punish the dishonest dealer, 
the second called for soliciting a 
ransom from my rich relatives in 
America or Juba, the third opted 
for extending the deadline with 
their dishonest guy upto Sun-
day, “Maybe he will pay.” And 
them being paid means me be-
ing killed! 
 Then the issue of me dying 
of hunger cropped up during the 
debate. The deadline extension 
guy suggested an alternative 
means of sustaining me upto 
Sunday. That was now appar-
ently Wednesday or Thursday 
morning. The determined third 
mastermind left and came back 
with a glucose drip. They hur-
riedly and haphazardly pushed it 
through my arm vein not with a 
canula but with an ordinary in-
jection needle, and clamped it 
down with an adhesive plaster. 
So I regained some strength and 
consciousness as I was eating 

through my arm. They left me 
for probably the third night.
 Another 5 AM and they came, 
this time quarrelling and cursing 
one another. “Oh God!” I invit-
ed Jesus to stand by to receive 
my life in case they entered with 
a knife. Un/fortunately, only 
one, the sympathetic one, en-
tered, fuming and cursing. God, 
are you ready? I shouted in my 
mind, knowing that death had 
entered. But, instead, he began 
untying my hands and pulling 
me outside the hut. Attempting 
to resist thinking that I was be-
ing pulled into the bush for the 
slaughter, he begged me that he 
was trying to release me unilat-
erally to punish his accomplices 
who had cheated him in some 
other deal. I followed him as we 
tiptoed in loops through that im-
penetrable forest. 
 Reaching the roadside, he 
told me, “Here you go, but nev-
er remove that thing from your 
eyes until I am completely gone, 
at least 5 minutes later.” And he 
began to pace away. I knelt and 
begged him not to go. “Please, 
let me have your contacts so 
that I give you all that is equiva-
lent to my life.” But he laughed 
and left, saying, “Who told you 
enemies exchange gifts. You 
are dangerous to me as I am to 
you.”
 Trying to remove the sticker, 
I could neither see nor believe 
that I was on earth. I thought I 
was a soul somewhere between 
heaven and earth. Trucks, big 
trailers and buses could occa-
sionally roar past me on a very 
wide, tarmacked highway cut-
ting through an overlapping 
giant forest. Then the sun rays 
pierced my eyes, and I was able 
to differentiate between trees 
and other bodies, including a 
solitary cyclist rushing to open 
his grocery for bus passengers 
taking a break on their way from 
Nairobi to Kampala. I stopped 
him and asked, “Where am I?” 
“In Mabira Forest,” he answered 
while dragging along his bicycle. 
I begged him for guidance to the 
police station but he declined, 
saying he was hurrying to catch 
up with buses from Kenya, as 
it was the only time of the day 
his shop worked. He threw into 
my hand some Ugandan note 
of 1,000 and a coin of 200, and 
sped off. Mabira Forest is Ugan-
da’s biggest rain forest between 
Jinja and Mukono districts.
 Attempting to get a Matatu 
was futile. When my saviour 
pulled out the drip from my arm, 

he left the needle in my vein un-
knowingly. This kept on drain-
ing blood all the way from my 
arm to the toe. I turned bloody 
all over without me noticing, 
and this, plus my nakedness and 
wild look kept of every Good 
Samaritan from giving me a lift. 
I attempted to limp on but col-
lapsed and also lost my ability 
of speech. I spent the whole day 
under a tree, and around  3PM, 
dug out some wet mud under 
mahogany and smeared it all 
over my body. When it dried, I 
rubbed it so that I looked only 
dirty and dumb. At last, I got a 
lift from one Matatu that dropped 
me a kilometre away from Mu-
kono town. From there, I picked 
the boda-boda who rushed me to 
the police. 
 I had lost everything, in-
cluding my consciousness and 
speech but not a memory of one 
phone number, Philip Deng’s. 
This I wrote down for the po-
lice and they called. Deng and 
other brothers including Alith 
Manyiel and Paul Kon Alier 
were reached at Butafi ka Hospi-
tal (for the lunatics as they were 
looking for me there). They had 
gone everywhere including the 
mortuaries of the city and main 
hospitals, combing for my body 
among the unclaimed dead.
Beyond doubt, especially the 
women declared me dead, from 
my Busega Church congrega-
tion to whom I delivered an 
emotional post-Easter sermon 
of the theme “Death” on the 
fi rst Sunday after Resurrection, 
based on two readings from the 
New Testament and this from 
Isaiah 53: 8 – 9:
 “He was oppressed and treat-
ed harshly, yet he never said a 
word. He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter. And as a sheep is 
silent before the shearers, he did 
not open his mouth. From prison 
and trial, they led him away to 
his death. But who among the 
people realized he was dying for 
their sins—that he was suffering 
their punishment? He had done 
no wrong, and he never deceived 
anyone. But he was buried like 
a criminal; he was put in a rich 
man’s grave.”
 Then from the police sta-
tion, I was taken to the hospital 
where I spent and night under 
treatment. The following day, 
I regained my speech and was 
therefore discharged. Now what 
next? You want me to tell you 
about the second attack and 
stabbing with a knife at Mak-
erere? Wait, I shall tell you on 
June 7, the date it happened. Do 
you want the results of the kid-
nap investigation? No, not now. 
But have you got the real results 
of Dr. Garang’s death investiga-
tion, anyway?

My temporary visit to hell

By John Penn de Ngong

May 4th - 10th, 2009



will initially be open to all.
 We are located on the Yei 
road, behind the old Ministry of 
Transportation building.
 We encourage all our bulk 
buyers to pick up stock from 
our premises. Customers who 
lack empty containers will be 
required to make a deposit fee of 
35 SDG per crate. This deposit is 
recoverable once the containers 
are returned.

For further information, please re-
fer to our Commercial department 
on the following contacts

Cell: +256 477 14 24 92,  +249 955 
022 080,  +249 128 293 619
Email: wadsbob@yahoo.com

Southern Sudan Beverages 
Ltd, (SSBL) is proud to 
introduce Southern Su-

dan’s fi rst locally produced beer, 
White Bull Lager. White Bull 
Lager is a carefully crafted beer, 
specifi cally brewed to meet the 
tastes of the Southern Sudanese 
consumer. It is the culmination 
of several years’ planning, test-
ing, delivery-process develop-
ment, local partnership building, 
and most importantly, quality 
assurance second to none.
 White Bull Lager is an easily 
recognized symbol for the people 
of Southern Sudan; it has an im-
portant status in the many cultures 
of this land and promotes the 
positive feelings of celebration, 
success and peace. It is a culturally 
treasured symbol that the team at 
SSBL respects and admires.
 SSBL’s team spent years get-
ting to know the Southern Sudan 
consumer, their tastes, their de-
mands, and their expectations in a 
quality beer. Our team understands 
that the consumer wants a product 
they can call ‘Made in Southern 
Sudan’, but they also demand the 
high quality of a globally-recog-
nized product. SSBL is proud to 
say we’ve more than met those 
criteria in our White Bull Lager.
 Our products’ motto means 
more than just “Celebrating Peace 
and Prosperity.” It is a snapshot 
of the collective will of every 
Southern Sudanese we’ve met. An 

emerging and diverse community 
like Southern Sudan has had its 
challenges, but what’s important 
is that there is an intense set of 
common ambitions throughout the 
country: a desire for peace, pros-
perity, a need for celebration and 
most importantly a strong hope 
in our future. SSBL shares those 
hopes and dreams.
 SSBL’s new beverage plant 
situated in Juba, and is a pioneer in 
developing an indigenous manu-
facturing capability in Southern 
Sudan. SSBL is a subsidiary of 
SABMiller, Plc. one of the leading 
international beverage businesses, 
who, to date, has invested in 35 
operations across Africa.
 “The introduction of White 
Bull Lager marks a proud day for 
both the people of Southern Sudan 
and Southern Sudan Beverages,” 
says Mr. Ian Alsworth-Elvey, 
Managing Director of Southern 
Sudan Beverage Ltd (subsidiary 
of SABMiller plc). “We’ve only 
just emerged from civil strife and 
already we’re showing the world 
that Southern Sudan can produce 
a product that can stand side-by-
side with any in the world. It’s a 
remarkable achievement.”
 This new facility offers the ini-
tial capacity to brew 180 000hl of 
clear beer and 60 000hl of carbon-
ated soft drinks, annually. Brewing 
operations have been underway 
since February 2009 and produc-

tion of soft drinks will commence 
shortly. The local Juba community 
has a land lease agreement with 
SABMiller that will ensure they 
receive royalties from the manu-
facturing development, the fi rst of 
its kind in Southern Sudan.
 The community surrounding 
the facility will receive a further 
enhancement to the quality of their 
lives through access to clean, safe 
water from the Nile, which is the 
main water source for manufacture 
by the business.
 The approximate US$37m 
investment has considerably more 
than an economic impact as it will 
create employment for hundreds of 
Sudanese locals once manufactur-
ing commences and has already 
employed a large number of 
skilled labour in the construction 
of the plant. Further
 Investments are also planned to 
upweight capacity and develop the 
route to market assets and capabil-
ity during the next year
 We believe that through the 
strength of our brands, operational 
capability and investment for 
growth, we can ensure a sustain-
able and growing business that 
also benefi ts the communities we 
operate in.

Contact David Raad:
South Sudan: +256-477-124-799
South Sudan: +249-928-138-142

JUBA:
 With the release of their 
newest product, White Bull 
Lager, Southern Sudan Bever-
ages announces their new price 
schedule. Across the board, 
we’ve introduced a price drop for 
all of our products, especially for 
larger volume purchases.
 Our world-class White Bull La-
ger, made right here in Juba will 
be off ered at 55 SDG a crate, min-
imum order is 45 crates. Volume 
buyers or those can purchase 225 
crates and above, will pay 48 SDG 
a crate. Our recommended retail 
price is 3 SDG.
 Our imported brands, Nile 
Special, Castle, and ESB are avail-
able to buyers who purchase a 
minimum of 10 crates.

The schedule is:
10 to 44 crates:             75 SDG
45 to 224 crates:             70 SDG
225 crates and above:      65 SDG

 Buyers should feel free to 
come to the brewery site for 
purchases. The staff  at the gate 
will direct customers to the sales 
team. Our system of distribution 
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The commissioner of 
Mvolo County Mr. 
Wilson Abraham 

Mariam, has arrived on the 
Labour Day at the Lakes 
State capital of Rumbek 
responding to the invita-
tion of Lakes state gover-
nor for a peace conference 
between Agar and Jur over 
cattle raids.

 The reconciliation confer-
ence was scheduled to take 
place in Rumbek Central 
county for a period of two 
days between Lakes state 
counties of Rumbek East, 
Yirol West and Rumbek 
Central County, the host.

 However, the confer-
ence did not take off due to 
unknown circumstances as 
one organizing offi cial put 
it, “This peace conference 
has been unsuccessful due 
to some diffi culties facing 
Lakes state government, 
so the conference has been 
adjourned to May 22, 2009.” 

 In an exclusive interview 
with The Star reporter on 
Friday, at BROS and COM-
PANY Hotel in Rumbek, 
Mr. Wilso Mariam, Mvolo 
commissioner, affi rmed that 
there are many grievances 
caused by cattle raiders 
between Lakes state and 
Western Equatoria state 
(Yambio).

 This is blamed on the 
peace conference of 2006 
resolutions that had failed 
to be implemented by both 
state governments.

 Mvolo peace searching 
delegation consists of chiefs, 
women representative, youth 
representative, commissioner 
of police, head of SPLA 
from Mvolo County and the 
commissioner himself as the 
head of delegation. 

 “Mvolo County is suf-

fering from Lakes state 
youth cattle rustlers on daily 
basis, so I have come here 
in search for lasting solution 
with this state, especially the 
counties that are bordering 
my county, that displaced 
Wulu county toward Mvolo 
county,” Wilson said.

 Mvolo is located far west 
of Western Equatoria state, 
closer to Rumbek than Yam-
bio, bordering the Agaar 
Dinka of Lakes state. Due 
to cattle rustling confl icts, 
the IDP population ranges 
between 12,000 and 13,000 
people displaced from 
Mvolo County.

 In one of the recent fi ghts 
between the Agaar youth 
of Rumbek East and Wulu 
youth, one NGO worker, a 
primary health care techni-
cian, from Sudan Inland 
Development Fundation 
(SIDF) was killed in a raid 
that displaced 414 and killed 
9 in February, 2009.

 Mvolo county has been 
affected by cattle raiders and 
diseases like River blindness 
(OV) and malaria which had 
been a common killer in the 
county. Mr. Agyuli Abuyi, 
a SIDF worker in Wulu 
said, “We need peace with 
our brothers of Lakes state 
whom we had survived the 
war period in Sudan.” 

 According to Mr. Agyuli, 
the Wulu county natives are 
beekeepers while the Agaar 
are pastoralists. The confl ict 
start when Agaar cattle keep-
ers loot and destroy beehives 
for the Bel Community of 
Wulu.  

 He decried rampant 
highway robberies between 
Mvolo and Rumbek, ham-
pering transport and endan-
gering the lives of the road 
users of the two communi-
ties who had lived among 
themselves for a long period 
of time without inter-state 
differences.

Mvolo-Rumbek peace 
conference fl opped   

by Manyang Mayom 
RUMBEK

May 4th - 10th, 2009

Southern Sudan Beverages
Announces their Newest Price Schedule

Press Release:

Southern Sudan Beverages
Proudly Introduces White Bull Lager!
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From the Interna-
tional Women’s Day 
to International 

Labour Day, The STAR 
has observed, Southern 
Sudanese women have 
monopolized the develop-
ment stage. And what if 
given full time, space and 
resources in this fastest 
growing market?
 Since one picture speaks 
a thousand words, we are 
presenting the new kids on 
the stage in pictures here. 
 First is the FEFS: Femi-
ninity Empowerment Foun-
dation for Sudan, launched 
in April at Home and Away 
Business Centre to assist in 
the knocking and opening 
of doors to the long forgot-
ten girls (and also boys) of 
Southern Sudan, mostly on 
educational and social podia. 
The fl ag bearers of FEFS are 
young ladies in the names 
of Adut Kiir Mayar(dit) and 
Ang’er Deng Mak’er, and 
the charming duo has al-
ready promised us to make it 
as seen in the funds and the 
fans they have so far raised. 
You may continue reading a 
full story on page…
 Second in performance 
is the Miss World, Southern 
Sudan chapter, and Miss 
Tourism pageant, held again 

in April but at Beijing Hotel 
in Juba. The two ‘Miss’ 
shows were contested with 
pomp and colour, stamped 
by beauty, black beauty of 
course. As usual, dice of 
merit were thrown and the 
die for Miss World fell with 
an upper face showing Miss 
Ajaa Alaak out of the 12 
but 6 fi nalists. Miss Tour-
ism (Southern Sudan) was 
scooped by  Sarah Nyankiir, 
among other runners up. 
Kudos to them!
 The beauty entourage of 
Miss World (SS) and Miss 
Tourism (SS) kicked of by 
touring Juba, especially the 
ministries. It was not for fun 
raising, it was for fundrais-
ing and their harvest in kind 
and in cash has made them 
smiled so far on their ladder 
towards the top priorities 
on their vision menu. Like 
the FEFS’ babes, these ones 
are hitting the road of social 
transformation: thumb up 
to street kids—thumb down 
to ‘sweet street ladies’ in 
Southern Sudan. Inshallah, 
including Miss Southern 
Sudan, these beauties of our 
‘virgin nation’ will make it.
 The third female icon not 
given space here but on page 
21 is Luris Richard Mulla, 

Southern Sudanese ladies
up the development ladders
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guessing) either late May 
or early June, 2009. Watch 
this space for more, but go 
to page 21 for more on “War 
Child” and “The Divine 
Mind”. Enjoy.
 However, it is noteworthy 
that all these new Sudanese 
talents, females and males 
alike, have one thing in com-
mon: they have the will, but 
do not have the way. The 
way, of course, is not the 
cost of a highway from Juba 
to Nuba, it’s the cost of one 
hummer or one V8 car for 
a dozen of our homegrown 
talented girls and boys. And 
as long as we still believe 
that ours is not a GHOST 
but GOSS, a government 
of Southern Sudan, for and 
by southern Sudanese, that 
will be there, waiting for 
this generation to uplift its 
veneration, then please, heed 
this call.

a lady with “The Divine 
Mind”, a fi lm documentary 
launched last week in the 
Southern Sudan August 
House. This fi lm, if you 
watch it, will make you think 
twice on the liberation road 
of Southern Sudan. 
 That was April for ladies, 
but May, I bet, will be a 
stage for the gentlemen. 
And, of course, the stage is 
already opened by our very 
own international rapper-
cum-activist, Emmanuel Jal. 
It is a pity if you were not 
there at Da Vinci Lodge in 
the Saturday evening of May 
2 for the “War Child” fi lm 
documentary, and Sunday 
evening for ‘Harambee Mu-
sic’ show. As hinted earlier, 
May may be very busy for 
guys’ events, including 
this author’s (John Penn de 
Ngong) multi-talent launch-
ing (titles withheld for your 

Southern Sudanese ladies
up the development ladders
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The Lakes State 
Governor, Daniel 
Awet Akot, trav-

elled to Tonj South County 
of Warrap state on Friday 
to calm tension between 
his state and Warrap State 
over a rape case in which 
one young girl is claimed 
to have died and uniden-
tifi ed number of women 
affected in the rural village 
of Agugi in Tonj South 
County.

 The rape allegedly carried 
out by youths from Lake 
state took place on Tuesday, 
21 April, 2009.

 The Lakes state governor 
led a delegation of state ad-
visors that comprises advisor 
of gender and social Affairs, 
security advisor and politi-
cal advisor together with the 
two county commissioners 
from Rumbek North County 
(Maper) and Cueibet County 
which are bordering Warrap 
State.

 The team met the other 
team from Warrap at Agugi 
village where the incident 
took place, and carried out 
the investigation, after which 
they would settle the loom-
ing revenge crisis, a source 
from the team said.

 The Lakes State SPLM 
Secretary, Samuel Mathiang 
Keer, strongly condemned 
the rape attack and urged 
the state government to 
take more steps to bring the 
accused youths justice.  He 
also warned that the SPLM 
party would take this case 
seriously ahead as party case 
if the state executive failed 
in any way, “1991 was our 
last time we heard of such 
rape cases here, and that 
was due to the war. That it 
is happening again now with 
the Movement in control is 
unbecoming. This is danger-
ous.” Mr. Keer wondered..        

 In a separate incident, 
two communities of Panyon 
clans took revenge against 
their neighbour on Friday at 
cattle camp called Alek in 
a fatal attack, leaving two 
people dead. The SPLM par-
ty offi cial also condemned 
another revenge act that was 
carried out by Panguetkor 
against Pam-many clan.

 A week earlier, Warap 
state youth of Luach attacked 
Rumbek North County, 
resulting into 40 people 
wounded and seven people 
dead. In this attack, a great 
number of cattle was taken 
away  by Warrap youth. 
Sources from Rumbek North 
County, also known as 
Maper, told The Star that the 
angry youth of Pakam clans 
were still chasing after the 
raiders in a desperate attempt 
to recover their wealth. 

 According to Hon. 
Manyiel Ater, the clan 
elders’ attempt to stop the 

youth, telling them it was 
too late, and that the pursuit 
would bring another prob-
lem, were futile. 
 In all these incidences, 
Warap state authorities seem 
not to be happy with the 
unfolding of the events..

Tension over rape case
between Warrap and Lake states

By Manyang Mayom 
RUMBEK 

By Manyang Mayom 
RUMBEK 

Governor Awet AKot and his offi  cials in deep medita-
tion over the many problems plaguing his state.

his offi  cials in deep medita-
oblems plaguing his state.

photo by Manyang Mayom

The commissioner of 
Rumbek Central 
County, Abraham 

Makoi Bol Kodi, survived a 
deadly ambush of pastoral-
ists on Saturday at Cuei-
cok village of Amongpiny 
Payam four miles away 
from Rumbek.. 
 According  one SPLM of-
fi cial,  Mr.  Makoi was going 
to  settle a looming attack be-
tween the two clans Papmany 
and Panguetkur that had 
recently engaged in clashes. 
“This was really a shocking 
ambush,” said the offi cial.
 The commissioner was in 
an escort of a police force 
and a number of county 
offi cials when he fell into 
the ambush. “I myself and 
the police force were try-
ing to move into the zone of 
confl ict to separate the two 
clans engaged in hostilities, 
but they were not happy with 
our present there and imme-
diately  opened fi re directly 
on my car. Thank God, none 
of us was killed or injured,” 
Mr. Makoi narrated. He said 
that it was a surprise because 
recently they had reconciled 
those clans who had local 
disagreement. 
 According to the source 
in the governor’s offi ce, the 
governor had no comment 

Rumbek Commissioner
escapes gunfi re from

villagers
yet on the incident..  
 The situation in Cueicok 
village was brought under 
control and the two clans 
did not manage to fi ght as 
the commissioner remained 
in the village. “I will still be 
present here at Cueicok vil-
lage until I confi rm that the 
situation is completely back 
to normal ,“ said Mr. Makoi.
 Tribal and inter-clan 
fi ghting seem to be shooting 
up again in this area. Last 
month, schools were dis-
rupted and children fl ed back 
to their parents after rumours 
of confl icts at Amongpiny 
Payam. Local residents are 
traumatized and always seem 
to be in a state of panic.
 While the confl icts rage, 
state authorities trade accusa-
tions with local authorities, 
pointing fi ngers of failure at 
each other. 
 According to a security 
offi cial who did not want to 
be named, the solution to all 
these crises is a full army 
to carry out comprehensive 
disarmament all over the 
state. However, disarma-
ment of one region turns out 
to be taken advantage of by 
the other region that is to be 
disarmed last. Lakes state 
pastoralists are frequently in 
loggerheads with their neigh-
bours of Western Equatoria 
and Warrap. This calls for 
serious peace intervention.

The paramount chief 
of Wungiir Boma of 
Ayat Centre Payam in 

Aweil West County Mr. Akok 
Anei Akok committed suicide 
late last month.
 It was at 8 pm in the morning 
when the late dressed smartly, 
cleaned his rifl e and fi nally shot 
himself with a bullet which 
killed him instantly.
 The late Executive chief was 
born in 1973 at Wungiir vil-
lage. He joined the SPLA when 
who was a little boy which was 
in 1989. He came back to his 
home village in 1996 where 

he was then sent to community 
health course for nine months 
in Billing – Rumbek, and suc-
cessfully obtained a certifi cate 
in community health. 
 He then worked for IRC 
from 1997 to 2004. He was ap-
pointed as Executive Chief in 
July 2005 after the promotion 
of Wungiir village as a Boma.
 The funeral was held at 
Wungiir village on Sunday. It 
was attended by Aweil West 
County Commissioner, Mr. 
Riak Wol Atuer, Major General 
Butrus Bol Bol, all the execu-
tive chiefs of Greater Ayat and 
entire community among oth-
ers. 

 At the funeral, six bulls were 
slaughtered as sign of honour-
ing him and his good adminis-
tration. 
 The late is a younger brother 
to Mr. Louis Yel Anei told this 
reporter at the funeral occasion 
that nothing had so far been 
found as evidence for his broth-
er killing taking his own life. 
“There was no major problem 
among relatives”, he explained. 
 Many people who heard or 
even attended the funeral cer-
emony blamed the late execu-
tive chief for his youthful hot 
temper.

Paramount Chief Commits Suicide in Aweil West County

By Peter Majak
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In some countries where 
government means a gov-
ernment of the people, for 

the people and by the people, 
a member of the government, 
like me, who feels dissatisfi ed 
with performances, must re-
sign in protest. By so doing, 
he would embarrass the gov-
erning party and thus force 
them to change course for the 
better. That is not the case in 
Sudan because, here, we do 
not get embarrassed and any 
constructive critic could be 
construed to being an enemy. 
Let us go back to the point.
Just to remind you comrades, in 
case CPA’s laxity has diverted 
your attentions away from our 
main aim:  fi ghting for the past 
half a century in order to be free 
people, free in essence that we 
should govern ourselves, which 
is now, to some extent, has come 
to pass that we are actually unto 
ourselves because we do not 
have Jalaba or Kawaja as gover-
nor in southern states. History is 
now challenging us whether we 
are capable of handling our uni-
ty in diversity, the objective we 
have shed blood for. For Your 
Ecellencies’ information, our 
government (GoSS) has been 
ridiculously bending backward 
in the face of southern invented 
problems till it now looks like 
a contortionist. Our future and 
shape as the government look 
very much bleak and abnor-
mal. Criminal gangs are getting 
smarter and are currently herd-
ing our societies like cattle. 
This letter is not only to remind 
you of your obligations to lead 
Southern masses but to tell you 
what you should be doing since 
you seem not to be convincingly 
showing us the direction. This is 
in relations to inter -tribal con-
fl ict which has engulfed Jonglei 
and other States in the south. 
As a legimitate Southerner who 
loves to support you in leading 
our country not back to hell, 
I have a seven-point menu of 
what you should do, but at the 
end of this article.
The title question ‘why is that’? 
is to bring to your attentions 
the numerous questions asked 
by Southerners but remain un-
answered, whether deliberately 
because there are no answers or 
simply because answering will 
expose the weakest links in our 
government.
This insecurity in the southern 

part of the country is likely to 
persist and therefore, the elec-
tions being anticipated for next 
year will be rendered null and 
void. And if we are still unto 
one another’s throat upto 2011, 
CPA do not allow Referendum 
to take place when there is war 
in the south. As a result we are 
going to lose two milestones in 
our destiny, why is that?
There is no doubt southern Su-
dan is more militarized now than 
the time we were fi ghting in the 
bush but during the twenty two 
years of war, our southern tribes 
were friends and our soldiers 
were nationalists. But now, we 
are bitter foes. Why is that?
When we were in the bush, we 
had no police, prison warders, 

wildlife, and fi re brigade. Now 
that we have more of these men 
and women, trained and salaried 
monthly, as I am told, yet they 
cannot help protect our families, 
why is that!?
When we were in the bush, we 
didn’t have Parliamentarians but 
now we have – how many of 
them? In the eleven states, we 
had MPs, in Juba there are MPs 
and even in Khartoum assembly. 
These lucky folks are salaried 
at around 6,000 SDGs a month 
and huge sum of allowances that 
they create and pass as Bills for 
themselves. The salaries of these 
honourables should be used to 
provide safe drinking water in 
the villages so that we reduce 
rates of Bilharzia and typhoid. 
When people they are repre-
senting in parliament die due to 
insecurity, these folks remained 
distanced, why is that!?    
 We used to have Commission-
ers of the counties during the war 
but they had no salaries. Below 
them there are hundreds of civil 
administrators and Boma chiefs 
– these are the government’s 
closest chains of commands to 
the people. As if to mimic the 

above groups in their competi-
tion for who is the most useless, 
they too cannot help in improv-
ing the security. Why is that?
Last December, I was lucky 
to be in Akobo and I was told 
Murle raided the surrounding 
villages six times during the 
month of November. I was with 
Vice President Machar Teny 
and we were welcomed by huge 
crowds of Akobo residents, but 
military present was very much 
overwhelming. They got a bar-
rack in which the VP went to re-
ceive gun-salutes. Yet the civil-
ians were attacked in the vicinity 
and the army could not act. Why 
is that!? Just out of curiosity, I 
went to the army commander 
whom I discovered to be Nuer 
himself and his answer was sim-
ple; “we didn’t have green light 
from GHQs.” What green light 
when he saw red light in the vil-

lage he is paid to protect. This 
has repeated itself this year both 
in Akobo and likwangle. Why is 
that?
In the same month and on the 
same tour with Vice President, 
the Commissioner of Pibor 
County with help from members 
of National Intelligence & Se-
curity Services (NISS) managed 
to rescue six children, fi ve were 
Bari while one speaks Boya. 
Their abductors were known 
and the homes in which these 
children were collected were 
known but they could never be 
punished because we feared re-
percussions. Why is that?
In March this year, Lou Nuer 
had been on the receiving from 
Murle incursion as hintede 
above and they fi nally decided 
to revenge. They attacked the 
villages of Likwangle and Go-
moro. The fi ghting was sus-
tained for over a week and 
eventually, the report from the 
Commissioner of Pibor was 453 
Murle killed while street jour-
nalists were putting fi gures over 
700. There is an army garrison 
in Likwangle but failed to stop 
the fi ghting. Why is that!?

On the 4th April 2009 group 
from Bor youth mobilized them-
selves and launched raid against 
Murle village called Koschar. 
Over forty men die on Bor side 
while unconfi rmed number was 
also killed from Murle side. 
There is an SPLA outpost at Ko-
schar but they did not react to 
stop the fi ghting. Why is that!?
On the 19th April 2009, Murle 
wanted to settle scores from 
Likwangle fi ght and they at-
tacked Lou Nuer of Akobo. The 
fi ghting was sustained for two 
days. As usual, the army there 
remained indifferent. The Com-
missioner of Akobo claimed 
over 180 Nuer had been killed. 
No offi cial fi gure from Murle 
side. The street journalists too 
are talking of 300. Why is that?
Now that we are through with 
‘why is that’, let me bring you to 
what you should do. This Eng-
lishman John Locke had a dic-
tum; “The government should 
refl ect the wills of its citizens, 
the government that did not do 
so had lost its right to exist”. 
So Mr. President and Mr. Gov-
ernors; are we doing the wills 
of our people? Apparently not.  
Therefore, we exist without 
right to exist. Here is what you 
should do.
Step 1: Yes, we do have other 
major security issues but cattle 
rustling and child theft MUST 
be classifi ed among your nation-
al security emergencies so that 
the army can be used when nec-
essary. I am sure if fi ve Jalaba 
attacked Kony-Konyo Market, 
we will call in seven brigades 
and tanks, won’t we?
Step 2: There is no way a youth 
of certain community can mo-
bilize themselves and launch 
an attack against neighbour-
ing tribes without the chief’s 
knowledge. The same to CA’s 
and Commissioners who are 
often briefed before the raid is 
launched. There must be thor-
ough accountability here against 
whoever his people are found to 
be aggressors.
Step 3: the MP in whose Con-
stituency is reported to be an ag-
gressor, should not be allowed 
to sit in Parliament until culprits 
from his community are brought 
to book. Failure to do so, it 
should be assumed he/she had 
lost control over that constitu-
ency and therefore should be 
declared a candidate for replace-
ment. This way, we shall have 
MPs in our Parliaments whose 
people listen to.
Step 4: Police forces need ar-
mament, training and mandate 
to counter such insurgencies. 

One sample story; it was in Bor 
town that two communities were 
fi ghting with sticks over the is-
sue of marriage. A police force 
was sent in under the command 
of captain to quell the unrest but 
they were assaulted, beaten and 
dispersed. The Governor was 
forced to use National Security 
Operation to restore order.
Step 5: I do not think we need 
the judiciary that much. I mean 
its existence as one layer of the 
government should not to be 
stimuli to the growth of crimes. 
There is a good number of 
criminals that escaped punish-
ment because judiciary required 
certain standards of evidence. 
A person who is caught doing 
cattle rustling, child theft or any 
form of arm robbery should not 
be referred to as a civilian and 
therefore should be given Mili-
tary Court Marshal. Yes... Hu-
man Rights body will use their 
English to call us names, but let 
us compare this scenarios;
 (HRW in its report has con-
demned GoSS for hanging 20 
cattle rustlers) versus (The secu-
rity situation in south Sudan had 
improved dramatically, after 
GoSS hanged 20 members of the 
gangs.] Sometimes it is accept-
able to be a bad boy provided it 
will ultimately yield something 
good. To apply Machiavelli’s 
formula of ‘the end justifi es the 
means’, we can let HRW cry 
wolves about us for a while and 
have the peace we desired. 
Step 6: This sham project 
known as peaceful disarma-
ment campaigns, as Mr. Vice 
President tirelessly preaches, 
has got to stop and start the real 
disarmament exercise – I mean 
a disarmament of which weap-
ons are kept away from civilians 
and the civilians are kept away 
from weapons. It is more than 
stupidity to believe the unruly 
peasants are going to bring in 
their hard-fetched weapons vol-
untarily. In doing this exercise, 
maybe His Excellency should 
read my CV and consider me for 
the job. Because I am interested 
to be Jesus, I will defi nitely use 
force when necessary to disarm 
these barbarians.
Step 7: If the above steps are ig-
nored away, in which of course 
it will be on your leadership ex-
penses, you guys should better 
join the marauders and be cattle 
rustlers as well. That is what you 
should do, okay? What a hell!
Thank you Comrades
William Ajang de Chan 
The writer is an SPLA veteran 
and can be reached on
williamajang@yahoo.ca

Open Letter to GOSS President, Jonglei Governor and Governors of other troubled Southern States

Why is that?
Salutations dear comrades
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The Information Offi -
cer of International 
Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC) Saleh 
Dabbakeh revealed that the 
ICRC operations in Sudan 
are the largest in the World 
according to its budget.

 “The ICRC has its largest 
operations in the World in 
Sudan. In 2009 our budget 
is 92,000 million US dollars 
for the whole Sudan because 
of the crisis in Darfur and the 
ICRC’s mandate to cover be-
fore any thing else situations 
of armed confl ict. Most of 
our budget around 80% goes 
to Darfur due to armed con-
fl ict in there” Said Dabbakeh  

 According to him they 
have limited their huge opera-
tions in Southern Sudan since 
the signing of the Compre-
hensive Peace Agreement in 
2005 to protecting of people 
who have being affected with 
armed confl ict, as well as the 
provision of water, health 
services, waste disposal.

 Speaking during a one-day 
media workshop in Beijing 
Hotel on Tuesday Saleh said 
the expulsion of the 13 NGOs 
in Darfur by the government 
has an impact but ICRC has 

ICRC’s biggest operations
in the world is in Sudan

not been affected, and cur-
rently their staff are in the 
fi eld for the seeds distribution 
and livestock vaccination.

 He said they are embark-
ing on some huge projects of 
seeds multiplication in Darfur 
to help the people grow more 
crops. The seeds provided 
were imported from outside 
Sudan while others within 
Sudan, and others were not 
very useful because they 
did not adapt to the climate, 
hence a reason for them to 
start multiplication of seeds 
locally which will suit with 
Darfur climate and the seeds 
will be used next year.

 The programme is tak-
ing place in three research 
centres in coordination with 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
providing vegetable seeds, 
tomato, okra, beans, peanuts, 
millet, water maillot among 
others.     

 Saleh said the ICRC can-
not fi ll the gap (left by the 
expelled NGOs) but is ready 
to assist in situations where 
people’s lives are in danger, 
and nobody else can help to 
provide assistance point out 
the meningitis campaign tak-
ing place currently in Jebel 
Mara as part of the interven-
tion to prevent deaths togeth-
er with the partners involved.

By Juma John Stephen
JUBA

Several days ago, 10 
people from southern 
Sudan - six adults 

and four children boarded 
a plane at Ben-Gurion In-
ternational Airport bound 
for undisclosed African 
country, from where they 
would continue toward 
Sudan. They were accom-
panied by a representative 
of the International Chris-
tian Embassy Jerusalem 
(ICEJ). 
 The Foreign Ministry 
and representatives of the 
UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNCHR) 
were aware of the departure 
and its circumstances. The 
ministry has been involved 
in ICEJ activities and the 
refugees were repatriated out 
of their own free will, the 
offi cial said.

 However, southern Suda-
nese community leaders in 
Israel said the ICEJ’s mo-
tives were improper, and that 
the repatriated Sudanese may 
face the death penalty under 
Sudanese law if the authori-
ties discover they were in 
Israel. That is the prime 
reason why the fi rst African 
country to receive the refu-
gees before reaching Sudan 
has not been disclosed.
 The Hotline for Migrant 
Workers says 17,000 African 
refugees have entered Israel 
via the Egyptian border since 
2006, including 5,000 Suda-
nese migrants. The refugees 
endured many months of ex-
hausting travel to escape the 
war in Sudan. The asylum 
seekers include 3,000 south-
ern Sudanese Christians who 
currently live in South Tel 
Aviv, Eilat and Arad. 

 The Star has learnt that 
the International Christian 
Embassy, which calls itself 
a Christian Zionist organiza-
tion, is trying to convince 

many of the refugees to 
return to Sudan, despite the 
substantial danger they face 
back home given the rela-
tionship between Israel and 
Sudan. 

 The ICEJ’s stated goals 
include returning the Jews 
to their homeland in keeping 
with the group’s interpreta-
tion of the scriptures.
 The ICEJ “approaches 
people from our community, 
primarily those who don’t 
speak English and barely un-
derstand them, and tell them 
they hate us in Israel and we 
have no future here,” said a 
leader of the Sudanese com-
munity in Israel. “They have 
us sign forms and promise us 
work or training if we agree 
to return to Sudan. In fact, 
there has been neither train-
ing nor work.” 

 Despite the discontent 
within the Sudanese com-
munity over the prospect 
of repatriating its members, 
others say that many refu-
gees want to return home. 
 Simona Halperin, a For-
eign Ministry offi cial, said 
the ICEJ told her ministry 
that some Sudanese here 
want to return home, and 
that some had contacted 
smugglers in an effort to do 
so. 
 An ICEJ representative 
who had accompanied the 
group of 10 said the project 
was undertaken only after 
they verifi ed that every 
person wanted to return. 
She added that she received 
nearly daily requests from 
Sudanese refugees in Israel 
who wanted to return home, 
and that almost 2 million 
refugees have returned to 
southern Sudan since a 
cease-fi re was signed three 
years ago, making that area 
autonomous. 

 Last week’s departure was 
a pilot, and participants were 
interviewed by a Canadian 
judge to verify they were 

returning voluntarily. 

 A representative of the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees said the organi-
zation interviewed all six 
adults who left Israel last 
week, and said each ex-
pressed a desire to return to 
their homeland. 

 A worker at the Hotline 
for Migrant Workers ex-
pressed support for the 
repatriation process, but 
added, “The treatment of the 
refugees is very problem-
atic.. They are not allowed to 
work here, but it is impos-
sible to expel them. Some 
have approached us for 
help in returning home, but 
from what we know from 
UN reports, the situation in 
southern Sudan is still highly 
problematic and their lives 
are in danger, especially 
because they are returning 
from Israel.” 

 A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman confi rmed that 
the state is involved in repa-
triating Sudanese refugees, 
but said the operation was 
being run by a private orga-
nization because Sudan is an 
enemy country. 
 The process is being 
carried out in keeping with 
international conventions on 
refugees, and the refugees 
are not being repatriated if 
they would face mortal dan-
ger, he added. 
 Many members of the 
local Sudanese community 
are unhappy with the repa-
triation, saying no one can 
guarantee the safety of those 
who return. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes-
man has also acknowledged 
that the ministry knows 
refugees may face hardships 
and dangers if it is revealed 
where they were, and is in 
contact with an organization 
that will supervise and report 
on the refugees’ integration 
in their villages.

Ten Sudanese refugees 
leave Israel back home

By Our Reporter
JERUSALEM
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Zimbabwe’s unity 
government is 
“broke”, Morgan 

Tsvangirai, the prime 
minister, said on Friday, as 
he tried to placate unions 
demanding huge pay rises.
 The Movement for Demo-
cratic Change leader said he, 
President Robert Mugabe, 
and all government employ-
ees, were on $100 a month 
(about £65). 
 “This government is 
broke, and we are only able 
to pay the $100 allowance, 
but when things improve, 
we want this allowance to 
graduate into a proper sal-
ary,” he said at a May Day 
rally. “For now, everyone, 
all of us, including President 
Mugabe, is getting $100.” 
 
Related Articles
• Zimbabwe holds fi rst
 offi cial meeting with
 Britain in nine years
• Zimbabwe plans to 
 re-engage with West’
• Zimbabwe land invasion
 threaten last of white
 farmers with extinction
• Nineteen MDC ministers
 accept Zimbabwe
 government Mercedes
• Zimbabwe’s great
 diamond rush brutally
 suppressed by
 Robert Mugabe’s regime

 But Mr Mugabe has 
the benefi t of an offi cial 
residence and cars at his 
disposal, while his cro-
nies have the benefi t of the 

Zimbabwe unity 
government ‘broke’,

says Morgan Tsvangirai

proceeds of corruption they 
have engaged in on a grand 
scale during their decades in 
power. 
 By contrast, ordinary 
Zimbabweans struggle to get 
by now that all prices are in 
US dollars, and the power-
sharing government set up 
in February is struggling to 
meet their expectations of 
rapid improvement in their 
lives. 
 African countries have 
promised Zimbabwe around 
£250 million in credit, but 
reconstruction aid amount-
ing to billions from the West 
is on hold until the new 
authorities can show they are 
implementing change, and a 
fresh wave of farm invasions 
by Mr Mugabe’s loyal-
ists, which the MDC seems 
powerless to stop, is doing 
nothing for their case. 
 “We have been in offi ce 
for less than three months,” 
said Mr Tsvangirai. “I plead 
with you to please give us 
time. Your demands must be 
realistic, taking into account 
that your government is 
broke and that industry has 
not been performing.” 
 Earlier thousands of 
workers cheered Lovemore 
Matombo, the president of 
the Zimbabwe Congress 
of Trade Unions, when he 
threatened protests if de-
mands for monthly salaries 
of £300 were not agreed. 

By Sebastien Berger,
South Africa Correspondent
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Wife of the Italian Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi sues for divorce

She stood by him 
when he phoned 
adult sex lines. She 

remained by his side after 
he employed a topless 
model in his Cabinet. She 
even forgave the relentless 
fl irting with women a third 
his age. Now, however, 
after nearly 20 years of 
marriage, Veronica Lario, 
the long-suff ering wife of 
Silvio Berlusconi, the Ital-
ian Prime Minister, has had 
enough. 
 Ms Lario, 52, lamented 
yesterday at having “been 
forced to take this step”, 
but said that she wanted 
an amicable agreement, 
telling an Italian newspa-
per: “I want to bring down 
the curtain but I want to do 
it properly and without any 
fuss.” 
 Ms Lario, who met Mr 
Berlusconi nearly 30 years 
ago, attacked last week his 
plans to fi eld young attrac-
tive showgirls in the Euro-
pean Parliament elections 
next month as “shameless 
rubbish to entertain the 
Emperor”. 
 Her fury was fuelled by 
the revelation that her hus-
band had attended the 18th 
birthday party of Noemi 
Letizia, a friend’s daughter, 
and had given her a dia-
mond and gold necklace. 

Ms Lario said that he had 
never attended his own 
children’s 18th birthday 
parties. 
 In January 2007 Ms Lario 
published an open letter in 
La Repubblica demanding 
a public apology from her 
husband after he fl irted 
with showgirls at a televi-
sion awards ceremony 
and praised the beauty of 
Mara Carfagna, a former 
topless model who is now 
his Minister for Equal Op-
portunities. This came a 
year after he phoned nine 
adult sex lines to conduct 
an impromptu pre-election 
opinion poll. 
 Now it appears that Ms 
Lario has fi nally reached 
her limit. “I am going to 
ask for a divorce,” she said 
yesterday. “I cannot stay 
with a man who surrounds 
himself with minors.” 
 She came to the decision 
even after being told by 
her lawyer: “You must un-
derstand that it will not be 
easy and you will have to 
endure heavy attacks.” Mr 
Berlusconi’s media empire 
controls much of the news 
and entertainment in Italy. 
 The Italian Prime Minis-
ter met Ms Lario — whose 
real name is Miriam Bar-
tolini — in 1980 when she 
was appearing topless in 

a play in Milan called The 
Magnifi cent Cuckold. 
 At the time Mr Ber-
lusconi was married to 
his fi rst wife, Carla Elvira 
Dall’Oglio, with whom he 
has two children, Marina 
and Pier Silvio. Both are 
senior executives in his 
empire. 
 His fi rst child by Ms Lar-
io, Barbara, 24, was born 
while he was still married 
to his fi rst wife, whom he 
divorced in 1985. He then 
had two more children 
with Ms Lario, Eleonora, 
22, and Luigi, 19, before the 
couple married in 1990. 
 Ms Lario said yesterday 
of her divorce: “I want to 
do this like an ordinary, up-
right person. I don’t want 
a fi ght.” Mr Berlusconi said 
in a statement: “This is a 
painful personal aff air, and 
is part of my private life. 
Obviously, I won’t be talk-
ing about it.” 
 Mr Berlusconi report-
edly wants to leave half 
of his empire to his older 
childen and the other half 
to the younger ones. Ms 
Lario, however, is said to 
be pressing for 20 per cent 
of the estate to be left to 
each child, giving her off -
spring the majority stake. 
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The State Ministry of 
Health’s Expanded 
Programme on 

Immunization (EPI) 
marked opening 
ceremony for the 4th 

round of Polio National 
Immunization Days (NIDs) 
campaign on April 28 in 
Malakal.

 The launching ceremony, 
offi ciated by the acting gov-
ernor of Upper Nile State, 
Mr. Dok Jok, at the River-
side Hall in Malakal. Mr. 
Dok commended the work of 
the health ministry together 
with the UN concerned agen-
cies, especially the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
and UNICEF. He urged them 
to extend their full coop-
eration with the ministry in 
stumping out the crippling 
disease, polio from Upper 
Nile State in particular and 
Southern Sudan in general.

Polio Campaign kicks off  in Upper Nile
By Daniel Thon Deng
MALAKAL  The state Minister of 

Health, Mr. Kueth Kang 
Deng, appreciated the work 
well done by the stakehold-
ers and encouraged the polio 
campaign team to continue 
with the fi ght. ”It is our 
roles to save the lives of our 
children by all mean with 
the plenty of cooperation, 
coordination, monitoring 
and implementation from the 
state levels,” he said. 

 Among the main offi cials 
of the day was Dr. Garang 
Kur, Director-General of 
the Ministry of Health, who 
came with the ministry’s 
delegation from Juba. Dr. 
Garang reiterated the decree 
of the President of South-
ern Sudan, H. E. Salva Kiir 
Mayardit, that not only 
the Ministry of Health but 
everybody must participate 
and contribute to signifi cant 
move in the Polio Eradica-
tion programme in Southern 
Sudan.

 Michael Benja, the 
UNICEF’s Representative, 
Health and Nutrition De-
partment in Zonal offi ce, 
Malakal, expressed his plea-
sure to the government top 
offi cials, delegation of WHO 
Doctors, civilians participat-
ing, NGOs and the Govern-
ment of Southern Sudan for 
the comprehensive coopera-
tion and coordination shown 
so far to UNICEF and WHO 
Team that got involved in 
the routine Campaign.

Mr. Benja  assured the 
people of Upper Nile that 
UNICEF is ready to support 
the routine immunization 
campaign by putting more 
effort and providing other 
necessary logistical equip-
ment and setting up facilities 

even under the challenging 
constraints in the country 
today.

 The WHO’s PolioEradica-
tion Program, International 
Focal Point’s Dr. Yasin 
Nur, in Upper Nile state, 
made some remarks on the 
global Polio Eradication Pro-
gramme by giving detailed 
view of the Polio Immuniza-
tion campaigns.

 However, the outbreak of 
Polio in Southern Sudan is 
continuing despite the hopes 
expressed by the government 
and UN a few years ago that 
the disease was on the verge 
of being wiped out. Records 
show that the fi rst fresh case 
was detected in June 2008, 
and by the end of December 
2008, the number of con-

fi rmed cases of wild polio 
virus in southern Sudan 
reached 23. By mid-April 
2009, the total number cases 
were 47. 

 In response to the ongoing 
virus transmission in South-
ern Sudan, a series of polio 
National Immunization Days 
(NIDs) were conducted, 
some in synchronization 
with Ethiopia. The NIDs 
campaigns were conducted 
from January to March 2009. 
This round of immunizations 
will now be followed by an-
other round of NIDs on May 
26-28.

Elsewhere, fresh outbreaks 
of Polio in Uganda were 
blamed partly on Southern 
Sudan late last year and early 
2009.

Dr. Badr Mohamed Badr Awaad is the technical team’s member who had come from Cario to 
support the National Immunization Days (NIDs) in the Upper Nile State.

H.E. Dok Jok, the acting governor of the Upper Nile State
administering the fi rst two drops to child
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The Government of 
Southern Sudan 
and national and 

international partners are 
coordinating activities to 
respond to the possible 
threat of swine fl u, which 
has broken out in numer-
ous countries.
 As of today, there have 
been no documented cases of 
swine infl uenza in any coun-
try in Africa. There does not 
appear to be signifi cant risk 
to people living in Southern 
Sudan. Nonetheless, the 
Government of Southern 
Sudan urges the public to 
exercise caution and report 
any unusual cases of fl u-like 
illness, particularly in large 
international centres such as 
Juba.
 The GoSS Emergency 
Preparedness Response Task 
Force, composed of the Min-
istries of Health, Informa-
tion, Animal Resources and 
Fisheries, the WHO, CDC, 
UNICEF, FAO, OCHA, 
MOI, and MEDAIR, is as-
sessing information received 
from the World Health 
Organization to determine 
an appropriate response. The 
Task Force is committed to 
communicating openly with 
the public about any signifi -

GoSS Responds
To Swine Infl uenza
in Southern Sudan

cant impacts swine fl u may 
have on the population of 
Southern Sudan.
 Swine infl uenza or swine 
fl u is a highly contagious 
acute respiratory disease of 
pigs caused by one of several 
swine infl uenza viruses. The 
virus is spread mostly among 
pigs but can also spread from 
pigs to humans and from 
humans to humans. This has 
occurred in some instances 
but has been limited to close 
contacts and close groups of 
people.
 Actions being taken by 
GoSS include: sharing up-
to-date and relevant infor-
mation with the public on 
an ongoing basis, providing 
health care workers at all 
levels with information to 
identify and address swine 
fl u should it appear in South-
ern Sudan and helping of-
fi cials to identify and report 
suspected cases of swine fl u. 
The public is advised to re-
duce the risk of infection by 
practicing effective personal 
hygiene (e.g., covering the 
mouth and nose while sneez-
ing and coughing, and regu-
larly washing their hands) 
and avoiding close contact 
with sick people. 
 People who become sick 
with fever and cold symp-
toms and who have also 

traveled abroad to affected 
countries - or who have 
come into contact with those 
who have - should avoid 
close contact with others and 
should consult with a health 
care worker.
 Health care workers and 
other government offi cials 
who commonly come into 
contact with the public are 
asked to report any incidents 
of people with fl u-like symp-
toms, including respiratory 
diseases and with a history 
of fever and cold symptoms 
and who have also traveled 
abroad to affected countries 
- or who have come into 
contact with those who have, 
to the Ministry of Health and 
or the Juba Teaching Hospi-
tal.
Again, to repeat and reassure 
the population that there are 
currently no cases of swine 
fl u in Southern Sudan and 
therefore at this point in time 
the likelihood of contracting 
swine fl u is low.

For more information,
please contact, 
Dr. John Lagu, Director 
for Communicable Diseas-
es Surveillance, Ministry 
of Health, Government of 
Southern Sudan,
at mobile:
0121671708 or 0910760117

Juba, 29 April 2009
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Accept the Unchangeable
 

Everything that has hap-
pened in your life to this 
minute is unchangeable. 

Its history. The greatest waste 
of energy is in looking back at 
missed opportunities, lamenting 
past events, grudge collecting, 
getting even, harboring ill will, 
and any vengeful thinking. Suc-
cess is the only acceptable form 
of revenge.
 By forgiving your trespass-
ers, you become free to concen-
trate on going forward with your 
life and succeeding in spite of 
your detractors. You will live a 
rewarding and fulfi lling life.
 Your enemies, on the other 
hand, will forever wonder how 
you went on to become so suc-
cessful without them and in the 
shadow of their doubts.

Action Idea:
 Write down on a sheet of 
paper things that happened in 
the past that bother you. Now 
crumple the paper into a ball and 
throw it at the person teaching 
this program at the front of the 
room. This symbolizes letting 
go of past misfortunes.

Change the Changeable

What you can change is your re-
action to what others say and do. 
And you can control your own 
thoughts and actions by dwell-
ing on desired results instead of 
the penalties of failure. The only 
real control you have in life is 
that of your immediate thought 
and action.
 Since most of what we do is 
a refl ex, subconscious habit, it 
is wise not to act on emotional 
impulse. In personal relations, it 
is better to wait a moment until 
reason has the opportunity to 
compete with your emotions.

Action Idea:
 Write down in your diary one 
thing you will do tomorrow to 
help you relax more during and 
after a stressful day.

Avoid the Unacceptable

Go out of your way to get out of 
the way of potentially dangerous 
behaviors and environments. 
When people tail gate you on the 
freeway, change lanes. If they 
follow you at night, drive to a 
well-lighted public place.
 When there are loud, obnox-
ious people next to you at a res-
taurant or club, change tables, 
or locations. Also, be cautious 
of personal relationships devel-
oped via the Internet. With the 
massive number of individu-
als surfi ng the net, the number 
of predators’ increases in like 
proportion. Always be on the 
alert for potentially dangerous 
situations involving your health, 
personal safety, fi nancial specu-
lation and emotional relation-
ships.

Action Idea:
 What is one unacceptable be-
havior you have or allow others 
to do to you that you will avoid 
starting tomorrow? Example: 
The way you drive, being around 
negative people, walking down 
dark streets alone late at night, 
etc.

Three Rules for Turning Stress into Success
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Cool bush
Many Men

So if you are poor, just 
be patient. Poverty is 
property. It is good. 

It made the Coozo’s Clan 
boyz gave birth to ‘Binia 
Juba’. “I dropped out coz 
I was fi nancially screwed 
up,” confessed Me’en 
Mabor Me’en, alias Many 
Men, in a Q&A interaction 
with our STAR entertain-
ment and sports reporter 
at Nyakuron Cultural 
Centre last week
 
Tell us about your
background.

Yap, guy, am ‘Many Men’ 
from Coozo’s Clan, real 
name Me’en Mabor Me’en. 
We’re four in our clan here 
in Juba but the other two are 
in Nairobi. So we’ve Aleluy-
ah Morwel, aka Cool Bush, 
Jo’wok Morwel, aka Lil J, 
and Garang Malong, aka Mr. 
Rank.

When was the clan formed?

 We started our music back 
in 2004 in KaKuma Refugee 
Camp in Kenya. We used 
to compete with our local 
artistes in the area.
 After that, we felt we 
sh’d give a test the market 
with our debut track. I can 
remember it’s like ‘Back 
ground”, so currently we 
have eight albums rocking, 
mostly Binia Juba and the 
Kitenge song.

What inspired you in to 
music industry?

Yea, we grew in the camp 

by Alpha Mike

What clan clan are the 

and it was hell.  We were 
damn reduced. You know 
poverty is a sharpener.
 Another source of our in-
spiration is our clan, the real 
one. We used to hear songs 
of our elders, like Cool Bush 
talks about their traditional 
songs during his teen life. 
This inspired and fi red us 
into the music world.

Tell me about your educa-
tion?

Frankly speaking, an ordi-
nary  person from ordinary 
level. I dropped out coz I 
was fi nancially screwed 
up. So the only option was 
music to benefi t for my 
memories and my friends. 
Cool Bush is a standard 
four leaver from Kenya and 
has now enlisted in military 
career. You see?

In addition to poverty and 
family, who’s your current 
role model?

We Coozos Clan like things 
like the dance crews and 
afro beats, so Billman is our 
model.

What is your last word to 
the upcoming artistes?

Music is not hard and not 
easy, so if you get a chance 
on it, don’t give up.
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“search for identity, lost civilizations
and a transformative autonomy”

a fi lm by Luris Richard Mulla (J.)

first screening of

THE DIVINE MIND
launched in parliament

“search for identity, lost civilizations
and a transformative autonomy”

a

launch

through
the power of love
we can achieve

freedom

”
“

sponsored by vivacell

Emmanuel Jal’s

Emmanuel Jal briefs attendants on the 
Theme of the fi lm during the launch

Lose to win Tour

featuring: Julian, Lam & Hallamo De Pari

Family members pose for a photo with Emmanuel Jal seated alongside 

his grandmother who is also featured in the fi lm “WAR CHILD”
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photos by Alpha Mike and Onyito Jobita



 But this score called for a 
serious revenge just two min-
utes after Kator’s goal. The 
painfully stung Nasir went 
berserk as a midfi elder start-
ed Ronaldoing (dribbling) 
the ball all the way from the 
centre, making it a touch-me-
not deal between him and 
Kator’s keeper as the defence 
got scared of causing a pen-
alty. Of course, he drove it in 
with a left foot fi ve minutes 
to the end of second half that 
was fl attened into 2-2 be-
tween Nasir and Kator.
 The second half was a 
disappointment to fans and 
spectators. Both sides fell 
back to form a wall of play-
ers in defence. Defensing 
what when it was levelled 
was the question on every 
one’s mind. That’s when lack 
of skills featured in the fi eld, 
and not only with the players, 
the referee also grew rough 
when Kator went rough. In 
about the 76th minute, Kator 
lost their goal manufacturer 
to a red card. And if that is 
not enough, the ten-manned 
team got their hard-earned 
goal cancelled in the name of 
an off-side. 
 And the whole game went 
off from the sight of the spec-
tators. 
 Watch this space for this 
week’s tournament if you 
cannot go to Juba Stadium for 
live one, or if you are a Suda-
nese European who pretends 
to be in London in Juba.      
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Title:   Newspaper Vendors
Location:  Juba and Environ of the Central Equatoria State
Status:  Regular
Start Date:  As soon as possible
   (due to urgent nature of these positions)

Terms of Employment:  On Commission basis
Description:
 The Star Newspaper is looking for a successful customer-ori-
ented sales-minded professional to fi ll a current open position.
Qualifi ed applicants must have previous successful sales and 
sales support experience. Newspaper sales experience is pre-
ferred. Qualifi ed candidates need to be fl uent in Arabic, English 
and Kiswahili languages.
 
 We are looking for someone with a “can-do” attitude who 
works well in a team environment.

 The Administrator: The Star Newspaper,
Alok Building, Jamarik Road Next to Sky jet offi ces

or call us on 0477251881 or 0129218969

RRMG

with THE STAR NEWSPAPER!!!

Job Opportunity 

For our home fans, life 
has been boring at 
Juba Stadium. The 

fi rst week of May is like 
the last week of April: fl at 
draw. This time it was Kator 
Footbal Club against Nasir 
Footbal Club. Both left the 
stadium in silence, they fell 
apart, sharing goals 50-50 
like Sudanese government 
money. They drew with an 
even number 2.
 The drama unfolded when 
Kator opened the score in 
12 minutes by a far cross by 
Genisio Taban. This Kator 
winger left Nasir’s Senka 
in the 18th box  headed in 
the ball, pushing Thomas, 
the goalkeeper into the net 
in a vain attempt to grab it. 
This gave Kator an energy to 
dominate the second half, but 
not without this magical spell 
called muscle pull. The Ka-
tor FC’s muscles were pulled 
down, so they reduced to 
somewhere at 50 kilometres 
per hour. 
 This gave Nasir a breathing 
space as John Aben stormed 
into the box with an equalizer 
that electrifi ed Kator play-
ers into desperation as they 
started picking yellow certifi -
cates in action. However, this 
desperate worked in the 35th 
minute when Genisio Taban 
again put back Kator into the 
lead.
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Kator FC 2 :  Nasir FC 2
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Steven Gerrard ad-
mits he considered 
moving to Chelsea 

because he felt Liverpool 
were a long way from be-
ing title contenders. The 
England midfi elder was 
on the verge of a move to 
Stamford Bridge in 2005. 
However, the 28-year-old 
remained at Anfi eld.
 Gerrard admits he had 
considered going to Chelsea 
but is now relieved he chose 
to stay in the north-west.
 Gerrard told the Daily 
Telegraph: “The reason the 
whole Chelsea thing came 
up was down to frustration 
that we were so far away 
from the title race.
  “That’s why their inter-
est maybe turned my head 
slightly.
  “But I look back now and 
I’m really pleased I decided 
to stay because I’m part of 
a top team here that can be 
successful.”
 As a Liverpool fan, 
Gerrard knows success at 
Anfi eld would have far 
more signifi cance for him 
than winning trophies with 
another club.
 “It would mean an awful 
lot more to be successful 
at Liverpool than it would 
at any other club,” Gerrard 
continued.
 “Don’t get me wrong, I 
might have won more med-
als somewhere else but if I 
was to win the league here, 
along with a few more cups, 
that would mean a lot more 
than winning seven or eight 
trophies somewhere else.
 “I can share it with my 
family, with the Liverpool 
supporters because I’ve been 
one of them all my life.”

Stars profile
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Gerrard admits
he nearly joined 

Chelsea
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• Name: Luol Deng 
• Number: #9 
• Position Guard-Forward 
• Team: Chicago Bulls 
• Height:  6-9 
• Weight:  220 
• Born:  Apr 16, 1985 - Wow, Sudan 
• College:  Duke 
• Draft:  2004 - 1st round (7th pick)
   by the Phoenix Suns 

Name: Luol Deng

Luol Deng,

Luol Deng (born April 16, 1985 in Wau, Sudan) 
is a British professional basketball player for 
the National Basketball Association’s Chicago 

Bulls, where he plays small forward. When he was 
young, his father Aldo, a member of the Sudanese 
parliament, moved the family to Egypt to escape the 
Second Sudanese Civil War.

 In Egypt, they met former NBA center Manute Bol, 
another Dinka, who taught Deng’s older brother, 
former UConn and Fairfi eld University forward Ajou 
Deng, how to play basketball. Manute also served as 
a mentor for Luol himself. When they were granted 
political asylum, his family emigrated to South Nor-
wood in London, England. Deng developed an interest 
in association football and basketball, and was invited 
to join England’s 15-and-under teams in both sports. At 
the age of 14, Luol moved to the United States to play 
basketball at Blair Academy in New Jersey.

 During his senior year, Deng was considered the 
second most promising high school senior in America 
after LeBron James. After graduation, he decided to 
attend Duke University. In one season at Duke, he ap-
peared in 37 games and made 32 starts.

 He averaged 30.1 minutes and scored 15.1 points per 
game en route to a berth in the 2004 Final Four. He is 
only the 10th freshman in ACC history to lead all rook-
ies in scoring, rebounding, and fi eld goal percentage. 
After one year at Duke, Deng entered the 2004 NBA 
Draft. He was picked seventh overall by the Phoenix 
Suns, but was immediately traded to the Chicago Bulls 
by prior agreement.

 Deng suff ered a season-ending wrist injury late in his 
rookie season, but still made the NBA All-Rookie First 
Team to help the resurgent Bulls return to the playoff s 
for the fi rst time in several years. In his second season, 
he posted strong performances throughout March 
and April to help the Bulls earn their second consecu-
tive playoff  berth.

 For the 2006-07 season, Deng was the only Bull to 
start all 82 regular season games. On May 3, 2007, 
Deng won the NBA’s sportsmanship award in a vote by 
players. The award honors the player who best exem-
plifi es ethical behavior, fair play and integrity on the 

court. Deng is involved in numerous charities, and the 
league will donate $25,000 on his behalf to Pacifi c Gar-
den Mission, the oldest continuously operating rescue 
mission in the country.

 “He really does epitomize everything I had hoped for 
as a person and a basketball player,” general manager 
John Paxson said. “I think it’s one of the reasons we’ve 
gotten to the level we’re at this year. I’m truly proud 
of him. I think the world of him as a person and as a 
player.”

 Since his birth in Sudan, Deng has lived in Egypt, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States. Deng repre-
sented England at Under-16 and Under-19 level, and is 
an ambassador for the London 2012 Olympic Games.

 In October 2006, Deng became a naturalized Brit-
ish citizen in a ceremony in Croydon and was called up 
to play in European competition for the Great Britain 
team.

a Changemaker
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The renovation of the 
JIUs (Joint Inte-
grated Units)  guest 

house which was started 
last year by the Southern 
Sudan Corporation for 
Development is now over. 
In a colourful ceremony 
at Malakal town on, the 
State acting governor, Mr. 
Dok Jok commissioned 
the hand over to the JIUs 
authorities.
 Mr. Jok said that the state 
government would fully co-
operate and support the JIUs 
in all aspects of their opera-
tions in the Upper Nile State. 
In addition, he said peace 
and stability is the funda-
mental of unity in the state.

JIUs in diff erent business in Malakal
By Daniel Thon 
MALAKAL

 He gave them pieces of 
advice on their legacy ac-
cording the CPA Protocol. 
He urged for their coopera-
tion with the state govern-
ment and UN Peace Keeping 
Force in order to live in 
harmony in Malakal, despite 
the recent incident 

 Mr. Jok stated that the 
JIUs are the right wing that 
can defend the Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement. He 
said, “You are not supposed 
to die for nothing; without 
clear reason. Be very keen in 
whatever you intend to do in 
respect with the JIU profi le.”

 Brig. Majier Deng 
Kur, commander of JIUs 
in Malakal, extended his 
gratitude to the state acting 
governor, the state govern-
ment top offi cials, the South-
ern Sudan Corporation for 
Development, especially Mr. 
Ayii, the SSCD chairman, 
for assisting and cooperating 
with the JIUs in the state, 
making them feel at home.
 He said that the soldiers 
are not just there for them-
selves but for the crucial the 
state civilians in and around 
Malakal Town and else-
where in Sudan. Brig. Majier 
regretted the atrocities that 
took places in the recently in 
which the JIUs were in-
volved. 
 Mr. Ayiek, passed his 

sincere gratitude to H.E. 
Maj. Gen. Gatluak Deng, the 
governor of Upper Nile State 
and Mr. Dok Jok, the Deputy 
Governor and everybody 
including the offi cials of 
the state. He said they (his 
company) are there for com-
munity development, espe-
cially those who are ready to 
receive development in any 
kind.
 Lastly, the stage explode, 
this time not with guns but 
with music as the JIUs of-
fi cers and soldiers exhibited 
all styles of happiness in 
rhythm to the beats. Mr. 
Adok Ajak took the stage 
from welcoming the acting 
governor to entertaining the 
people in the function.

From Bomb to Boom: JIUs in new strokes during the launch
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